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About the Society of Engineers, United Kingdom 

[Established: 1854] [➔2005: IIE-UK➔2006: IET-UK.] 

 

The Society of Engineers was a British learned society established in 1854. It was the first 

society to issue the professional title of Incorporated Engineer. It merged with the Institution 

of Incorporated Engineers (IIE) in 2005, and in 2006 the merged body joined with 

the Institution of Electrical Engineers to become the Institution of Engineering and 

Technology. 

Establishment 

Established in May 1854 in The Strand, London, the Society of Engineers was one of the 

oldest professional engineering bodies in the United Kingdom (after the Smeatonian Society 

of Civil Engineers, 1771, the Institution of Civil Engineers, 1818, and the Institution of 

Mechanical Engineers, 1847) 

It promoted the interests of members worldwide and was concerned with all branches of 

engineering. It was founded by Henry Palfrey Stephenson and Robert Monro Christie as a 

means of reunion for former students of Putney College (the short-lived College for Civil 

Engineers, 1839–c.1851)— one of few institutions then giving technical and scientific 

training for engineers — with Stephenson serving as president in 1856 and 1859.[3] 

Examinations 

To become a member the candidate was subjected to an examination divided into three 

parts:[5] 

• Part I: General Engineering 

• Part II: Design Paper (Civil, Structural, Mechanical, Electrical/ Electronics 

Project). 

• Part III: Management 

Membership qualifications 

• ASE: Associate Engineering (Non-Corporate Member) 

• AMSE: Associate Member (Non-Corporate Member) 

• MSE: Member (Corporate Member) 

• FSE: Fellow (Corporate Member) - No Direct Entry 

• HonFSE: Honorary Fellow (Corporate Member) - No Direct Entry 
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About the Society of Professional Engineers, United 

Kingdom 

[Established: 1969][➔2018: IET-UK; ➔2018: SPEng 

International] 

(The Society of Professional Engineers -SPE) was established the United 

Kingdom in 1969, to promote the interests of skilled engineers in all the main 

branches of Engineering. 

The main objective of the Society is to enhance the status of trained and 

experienced professional engineers in the absence in the UK of any legal 

protection for the title "Engineer". The founding members believed that this 

was necessary, as "Engineer" can be used by anyone in the UK, whether or 

not trained or experienced. This remains a priority for the Society. 

The Society created and maintains a Register of Engineers  who can 

demonstrate knowledge and competence in engineering. Applicants who meet 

the Society's criteria for membership may use the designation "P.Eng".. 

The Society of Professional Engineers traces its origins to the Society of 

Engineers, which was founded in 1854 as a learned society. On 27 October, 

1969, a number of the Society of Engineers' Corporate members formed the 

Society of Professional Engineers. (The original Society of Engineers was 

integrated in 2005 into the Institution of Incorporated Engineers, itself merging 

with the Institution of Electrical Engineers in 2006 to form the Institution of 

Engineering and Technology, the biggest professional engineering body in 

Europe). 
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About the Society of Professional Engineers, 

International [SPEng International] 

[Established: 2018] 

In 2018 April, when The Society of Professional Engineers UK 

merged with Institution of Engineering and Technology, the 

international members of SPE-UK establish the Society of 

Professional Engineers UK & International and to keep the register of 

International Professional Engineers and their 

designations PEng,MSPE(UK &International) 

and PEng,MSPE(International) 
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The Society of Professional 

Engineers (International) 

 (SPE Int) 

Also operated as (The Institution of 

International 

Professional Engineers(IIPE)) 

www.thespeukinternational.org 

Email: speukinternational@gmail.com  

http://www.thespeukinternational.org/
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