
Mon (ဘာသာ မန်) 

Mon is an Austroasiatic language spoken in parts of Myanmar/Burma and Thailand. 

In 2004 there were 850,000 speakers, mainly in Mon State, and also in the 

Tanintharyi Region and Kayin State in southern Myanmar. 

The language was widely spoken in southern Burma until the middle of the 19th 

century, when the area was taken over by the British. After then large numbers of 

people migrated to the area from India and China, and Mon became marginalized. 

Mon was first written during the 6th century AD in two different scripts: one derived 

from the Grantha script, and one derived from the Kadamba or Grantha script. The 

Mon script first appeared in the Mayzedi inscriptions in 1113. 

Mon script 
Consonants 



 

Notes 

• There are two registers of consonants: clear and breathy. The consonants 

with an inherent /a/ above are clear, and their vowels are pronounced with a 

clear, high pitch. The consonants with an inherent /ɛ̀/ are breathy, and their 

vowels are pronouned with a breathy, lower pitch. 

• The virama mutes the inherent vowel, and is used for consonants that appear 

the end of syllables 

Vowels and vowel diacrtics 



 

Numerals 

 

Download an Mon alphabet chart (Excel) 

Sample text 
ဇ ၟာပ်မ ၞိဟ်ဂ ် ကတ ဵုဒ က် ၠုငလ်ဝ် နက ဵု ဂဵုဏသ်ၞိကခၟာက ဵု နက ဵု အခ ေါငအ်ရၟာက ဵု တဵုပ်သ ဟ် ခရငသ်ကအ ်

သ ဵုညးဖအၞိဵုတ်ရ၊၊ ခကၟာနမ် ၞိဟ်တအဂ် ် ဟၞိဵုတ်မ ောံၠုက ဵုအခ ၟာောံသတတ ၞိ မပါ်ပေါါဲ ဟၞိဵုတဖ်ၞိဵုလ် ခကဵုၟာောံ 

https://www.omniglot.com/charts/mon.xls


 ၞိဵုဟ်ပခရအတ်အတ်ါဲဵု ညးမ ါဲခကဵုၟာောံညးမ ါဲ သဒးဆက်ခဆၟာောံ နက ဵု  ၞိဵုတ်ခကၟာခဒအရ်၊၊ 

(ပၞိဵုဒ ်၁၊ လခလၟာငတ်ရး အခ ေါငအ်ရၟာမ ၞိဟ ်ဂ းကဝ်) 

Translation 

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed 

with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of 

brotherhood. 

(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

Details of the Mon script provided by Michael Peter Füstumum, with corrections by 

Mattias Persson. Sample text translated by Bee Htaw Monzel 

Sample video in Mon 
Links 
Information about the Mon language 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mon_language 

https://www.ethnologue.com/language/mnw 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mon_script 

http://www.comparativelinguistics.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:ffffffff-f914-30c6-ffff-

ffffd45ca81c/Introduction_to_the_Mon_language.pdf 

http://www.comparativelinguistics.uzh.ch/staff/mathiasjenny/download/TheMonLan

guageInThailandAndMyanmarMJ2015.pdf 

https://www.scribd.com/document/20473584/Romanization-for-Mon-Script-by-

Transliteration-Method 

Syllabic alphabets / abugidas 
• Ahom, 

  

• Badaga, 

  

• Balinese, 

  

• Batak, 

  

• Baybayin (Tagalog), 

  

• Bengali, 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mon_language
https://www.ethnologue.com/language/mnw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mon_script
http://www.comparativelinguistics.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:ffffffff-f914-30c6-ffff-ffffd45ca81c/Introduction_to_the_Mon_language.pdf
http://www.comparativelinguistics.uzh.ch/dam/jcr:ffffffff-f914-30c6-ffff-ffffd45ca81c/Introduction_to_the_Mon_language.pdf
http://www.comparativelinguistics.uzh.ch/staff/mathiasjenny/download/TheMonLanguageInThailandAndMyanmarMJ2015.pdf
http://www.comparativelinguistics.uzh.ch/staff/mathiasjenny/download/TheMonLanguageInThailandAndMyanmarMJ2015.pdf
https://www.scribd.com/document/20473584/Romanization-for-Mon-Script-by-Transliteration-Method
https://www.scribd.com/document/20473584/Romanization-for-Mon-Script-by-Transliteration-Method
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/syllabic.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/ahom.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/badaga.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/balinese.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/batak.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/tagalog.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/bengali.htm


• Bilang-bilang, 

  

• Bima, 

  

• Blackfoot, 

  

• Brahmi, 

  

• Buhid, 

  

• Burmese, 

  

• Carrier, 

  

• Chakma, 

  

• Cham, 

  

• Cree, 

  

• Dehong Dai, 

  

• Devanagari, 

  

• Ditema, 

  

• Dives Akuru, 

  

• Ethiopic, 

  

• Evēla Akuru, 

  

• Fraser, 

https://www.omniglot.com/writing/bilangbilang.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/bima.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/blackfoot.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/brahmi.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/buhid.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/burmese.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/carrier.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/chakma.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/cham.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/cree.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/tainua.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/devanagari.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/ditema.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/dhivesakuru.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/ethiopic.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/dhivesakuru.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/fraser.htm


  

• Gondi, 

  

• Grantha, 

  

• Gujarati, 

  

• Gupta, 

  

• Gurmukhi, 

  

• Hanifi, 

  

• Hanuno'o, 

  

• Inuktitut, 

  

• Javanese, 

  

• Jenticha, 

  

• Kaithi, 

  

• Kannada, 

  

• Kawi, 

  

• Kerinci, 

  

• Kharosthi, 

  

• Khmer, 

https://www.omniglot.com/writing/gondi.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/grantha.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/gujarati.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/gupta.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/punjabi.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/rohingya.htm#hanifi
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/hanunoo.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/inuktitut.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/javanese.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/jenticha.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/kaithi.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/kannada.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/kawi.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/kerinci.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/kharosthi.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/khmer.htm


  

• Khojki, 

  

• Kulitan, 

  

• Lampung, 

  

• Lanna, 

  

• Lao, 

  

• Lepcha, 

  

• Limbu, 

  

• Lontara/Makasar, 

  

• Lota Ende, 

  

• Malayalam, 

  

• Manpuri, 

  

• Meroïtic, 

  

• Modi, 

  

• Mon, 

  

• Mongolian Horizontal Square Script, 

  

• Ojibwe, 

https://www.omniglot.com/writing/khojki.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/kulitan.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/lampung.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/lanna.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/lao.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/lepcha.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/limbu.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/lontara.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/ende.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/malayalam.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/manipuri.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/meroitic.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/modi.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/mon.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/mhss.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/ojibwe.htm


  

• Odia, 

  

• Pahawh Hmong, 

  

• Pallava, 

  

• Phags-pa, 

  

• Ranjana, 

  

• Redjang, 

  

• Sasak, 

  

• Satera Jontal, 

  

• Shan, 

  

• Sharda, 

  

• Siddham, 

  

• Sindhi, 

  

• Sinhala, 

  

• Sorang Sompeng, 

  

• Sourashtra, 

  

• Soyombo, 

https://www.omniglot.com/writing/oriya.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/pahawhhmong.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/pallava.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/phagspa.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/ranjana.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/redjang.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/sasak.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/sumbawa.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/shan.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/sharda.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/siddham.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/sindhi.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/sinhala.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/sorangsompeng.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/saurashtra.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/soyombo.htm


  

• Sundanese, 

  

• Syloti Nagri, 

  

• Tagbanwa, 

  

• Takri, 

  

• Tamil, 

  

• Thaana, 

  

• Telugu, 

  

• Thai, 

  

• Tibetan, 

  

• Tigalari (Tulu), 

  

• Tikamuli, 

  

• Tocharian, 

  

• Tolong Siki, 

  

• Varang Kshiti 

 

https://www.omniglot.com/writing/sundanese.php
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/syloti.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/tagbanwa.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/takri.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/tamil.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/thaana.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/telugu.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/thai.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/tibetan.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/tulu.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/tikamuli.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/tocharian.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/tolongsiki.htm
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/varangkshiti.htm

