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Preface

Everyday Spoken Burmese is for those seriously learning to understand
and speak Burmese in a short time. It covers the most fundamental
building blocks of the colloquial Myanmar Language.

Burmese language has parts of speech known as particles and post-
positional markers which play critical roles in sentence structures. Heavy
emphasis is placed on those words. Color-coding is used to make
grammar study easier. Explanation is concise. Words are carefully
selected for completeness. One cannot fully understand Burmese until
those words are understood.

Audio files are freely available on the website.

https://asiapearltravels.com/language/everyday-spoken-burmese.php
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L
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Grammar Color Coding

The following OpenOffice Colors are used for Burmese Script and
Romanization. Colors in English column simply show the corresponding
relations to the Burmese.

noun — brown 2

particle — magenta 6

postpositional marker — light magenta
conjunction — turquoise5

adjective — green 5

adverb — turquoise 7

verb — red 4

pronoun — sea blue

Interjection — orange 2
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Confirmation word o»0d | deare?

This ending postpositional marker indicates that something is positive

and agreeable, or simply states that something "is" what it is in the present
state described by the adjective. It describes what you experience with the
five senses and what you feel and think.

POV hote deare2 Yes. (correct)
L

0OV pu2 deare2 It's hot.

1L

ALV hlal deare2 You're pretty.
J

Question word oo | 1a3

This ending particle word 1s a simple question mark.

pu2 la3

Is it hot?

c
3
&

P

pu2 deare2

Yes.
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Intention ©0d | meare2

The activity indicated by the verb 1s going to happen in the near future.
There is intention to do something.

AMEOOS thwa3 meare?2 I'm about to go. Good
° bye!

SOIITO0) yu2 meare2 I will take it. I intend to
) take it.

Question ocv: | mal-la3

Asking for intention described by the verb. Try to understand © | mal

before the question mark co>: | 1a3 as a short spoken sound of v |

meare? in the question. Dash '-' indicates the sliding sound.

OVIODS yu2 mal-la3 Do you want 1t? Do you
- intend to take it?

SOTRION yu2 meare2 Yes.
1L
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Expectation co600d | lainl meare?

The event indicated by the verb is going to happen in the near future, but
one has no control over it. There is expectation or anticipation, not

intention like ©0S | meare2.

c éwémc\%éecﬁ carel-dtheare2 la2 Visitors will be here
lainl meare?2 anytime soon.
la2 = to come
SPAOGLLD mo3 ywa2 lainl meare2 | It's going to rain.
4 )

About to happen comeovd | daul meare?

com | daul is a verb-suffix particle to indicate that the action is imminent

or about to happen in the near future.

0RCONBLD

sa3 daul meare2

I am about to eat.
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DECONLO: sa3 daul mal-la3 Are you going to eat
now?

DHCOMNLLS sa3 daul meare?2 yes.

AECONLLD thwa3 daul meare2 [ am about to go.
3 J

ANEC OO sa3 daul mal-la3 Are you about to go?
3 J

AECONOOD thwa3 daul meare2 yes.
9 J

Do this now coxm | daul

com |daul without ©0S | meare? is a persuasion or an advice to do

something immediately.

2%COM thwa3 daul Go now. It's time.

(o)
HOcoM ate daul Sleep now. It's time.
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cox | daul can also be used as an emphasis between two repeating verbs

or adjectives. But, there 1s unmentioned negative side to it.

codeconcodoloned  |tau2 daul tau2 ba2 She is bright alright.
deare?2
comésconconésol  koun3 daul koun3 ba2 |Its' good, but...
S deare?2 (expensive, etc..)
(op)

Negative pair © -- O

This 1s how you say "no" in Burmese.

mal xxxx bu3

GC\%QPLs mal-lo2 bu3 No need. I don't need it.
gEn‘:loSq)Lg mal-kjite bu3 I don't like it.

[30500s kjite 1a3 Do you like it?
(3050 mal-kjite bu3 No.

Enicf)ooos kjite deare2 I love it!
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00D weare2 meare?2 [ will buy it.
Qoo pu2 la3 Is it hot?
0O mal-pu2 bu3 No.

0ONOS pu2 deare2 Yes.

No longer o--coxo:

mal xxxx daul bu3

Immediate plan has changed if immediate action before co> | daul 1s

combined with negative pair © -- 9| mal xxxx bu3.

mal-sa3 daul bu3

EORCON IS [ am not eating
) anymore.
@I BCOMN IS mal-thwa3 daul bu3 /I am not going
) ) anymore.
ECOCOMN IS mal-lo2 daul bu3 I don't need it anymore.
° I
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ome3 mal-la3

Do you still want to Joa:

The person asking the question expects somewhat a negative answer.

mgéggmg sa3 ome3 mal-la3 Do you still want to eat
it?
©OCON NS mal-sa3 daul bu3 No. (no longer)
° IL
mgéwos sa3 ome3 meare?2 Yes. (still)

Making a suggestion with polite ol | ba2

This polite word softens the tone.

o sa3 Eat!

o0l sa3 ba2 Please eat!

mgo]ég sa3 ba2 ome?2 Won't you please eat?

mgo]égg)g) sa3 ba2 ome?2 a-bal Won't you please eat,
Grandpa?
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N\
Don't © -- ¢ | mal-xxxx nearel

Someone is telling you not to do something. Polite ol | ba2 softens the

tone from ordering tone to a suggestion to prevent something unpleasant.

ems% mal-sa3 nearel Don't eat that.

emso‘l% mal-sa3 ba2 nearel Please don't eat that.

gmg(ﬂ%@gcc\)g mal-sa3 ba2 nearel Please don't eat that,
u3-lay3 Uncle.

With $ | nearel

If the phrase does not start with negative o | mal and the word $ |

nearel appears somewhere in the middle, it means "with". The first type
of "with" is a postpositional marker showing the utility "using with" when
doing something.
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oo;smseos
ILI°

tu2 nearel sa3 meare2

I'll eat with chopsticks.

ms%ag)seos

ka3 nearel thwa3
meare2

We'll go with a car.

The second type is a conjunction "with" in the sense of this "and" that to
show accompaniment or compatibility.

og%og on thu2 nearel thul tu2  |He and his nephew.

Ivie 1 Iu

3]?6;503(,9;@)05 da2 nin2 nearel lite This goes well with
° L

deare2

you. (You look good
with this. This looks
good on you.)
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C
Pronouns ¢oeo>: | nun2 za3

Family terms such as elder brother and sister, younger brother and sister
are commonly used in place of "you" to call someone or to make
suggestions. Pronoun "you" may be omitted in questions such as "Do you
like 1t?" or when telling someone not to do something.

DHON a-ko2 brother (to male about the same age.)
L

Hdo a-mal sister (to female about the same age.)

3)@3‘[@8 a-dau2-j13 | Aunty (to elder lady.)

Sscovs u3-lay3 Uncle (to elder gentleman.)
thu2 he/she
3] da2 this

OQJ%,QOOS kjal-nau2 I (male, polite, recommended.)

OQJ‘%Q kjal-mal I (female, polite, recommended.)

a&qe khal-mya3 | You (more business-like.)

s min3 You (informal to friend/ younger person.)

cl nga?2 I (informal to friend/ younger person.)
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Already @ | byi2

Something has happened, something is ready, done, or some condition,
state, or stage has been reached.

ceo§ mau3 byi2 I am tired.
con §c\y) mau3 byi2 la3 Are you tired already?
cg)§ mau3 byi2 Yes.
cepll¥ hsa2 byi2 I am hungry.
oogéggoo@ htal-min3 hsa2 byi2 [ am hungry (for a meal
of rice.)
w)@c\y)g hsa2 byi2 la3 Are you hungry?
goo@ hsa2 byi2 Yes.
2] . '
qb yal byi2 It's ready.

htal-min3 yal byi2

Dinner (rice) is ready.

htal-min3 yal byi2 a3

Is dinner (rice) ready?

yal byi2

Yes.
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cpod[S yout byi2 We are there. We have
reached there.
q%m%cmcﬁ@ yan2-gome?2 yout byi2 We have reached
) Yangon.
q%m§ccpcy$@mg yan2-gome?2 yout byi2 la3 'Have we reached
) Yangon?
ccpcﬁ@ yout byi2 Yes.

Still cooon0d | thay3 deare?

Still have something left from the previous state.

0OC ROV pu2 thay3 deare2 It's still hot. (still have the
) heat.)

0OC O3 pu2 thay3 la3 Is it still hot?

L

OC NNV pu2 thay3 deare2 Yes.

1L
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Not yet © --- co2:07:
It

mal xxx thay3 bu3

Something has not happened, not ready or done yet.

mal-yal thay3 bu3

It's not ready yet.

More examples:

©QC Ok
gcq;of)c oo o p mal-yout thay3 bu3 We have not reached
" there yet.
g@gc 2080 mal-pyi3 thay3 bu3 It's not done yet.
1L

©OAC 2 N: mal-lo2 thay3 bu3 I don't need it yet.

L 1L
©OC 8 N: mal-pu2 thay3 bu3 It's not hot yet.

1L I
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ooeésq@c\ns htal-min3 yal byi2 la3 |Is dinner (rice) ready?
covdivqeomoncon  htal-min3 mal-yal Isn't dinner (rice) ready
* thay3 bu3 la3 yet?
©QC Vs mal-yal thay3 bu3 Not yet.
v
(]ccyy)ogos yal daul meare2 It's almost done.
‘]@ yal byi2 Yes.




q%(rL)%C(p(ﬁQCU)g %/aasn2—gom62 yout byi2 g:;l/gozg reached

q%o?%gcq)os)g 2 |yan2-gome2 mal-yout |Haven't we reached
thay3 bu3 la3 Yangon yet?

eplabpr

QQ(T)QSQ Q08 mal-yout thay3 bu3 Not yet.

CPOdCONLLd yout daul meare2 We are almost there.

cpod[S yout byi2 We are there.

Cg)@(\j)g mau3 byi2 la3 Are you tired already?

ceo@ mau3 byi2 Yes.

©CENC IV mal-mau3 thay3 bu3 Not yet.

(\%ngc\ng 102 thay3 1a3 Do you still need it?

(\‘z)coggooos 102 thay3 deare2 I still need it.

g(\oec Q087 mal-lo2 thay3 bu3 I don't need it yet.

g(\‘_’ecmq{g mal-lo2 daul bu3 I don't need it anymore.
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Plurals oo??écr%%s | bal-hul-woat-kain3

Add particle cop | dway? after things and objects to make some nouns

and (non-human) pronouns plural.

o'nsc(posmo@ ka2 yout la2 byi2 The car is here.
moscooccporSc\n@ ka3 dway?2 yout la2 Cars are here.
(@] . .
byi2 (yout la2 = arrive.)
slocdcom o da2 mal-lo2 daul bu3 |You don't need this
: " anymore.
slcoruvcdcorn s da2-dway2 mal-lo2 You don't need those
(o) L ° Ju

daul bu3

anymore.

Particle cop | dway2 generally applies to all living things.

lu2

person

lu2 dway?2

people
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Add Particle or% | dohl after personal pronouns to make plural.

orl %c o kjal-nau2 [ (male)
or %c cyf)or% kjal-nau2 dohl We (speaker is male)
orl %@ kjal-mal [ (female)
0|$e073, kjal-mal dohl We (speaker is female)
a&qp khal-mya3 You (one person)
2Cq0), khal-mya3 dohl You (plural)

> thu?2 he/she
03, thu2 dohl they

It's optional to add cop | dway?2 after orcé | dohl.

©)
2Cqs03.c

o
o

khal-mya3 dohl
dway?2

You people
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Add particle E | jal after verbs to refer to more than one person.

oD sa3 Eat!
oo sa3 jal Eat (you guys)!
—J
oloneoS sa3 jal meare2 Let's eat. We will eat.
—J
C‘chégmg nay2 koun3 la3 How are (you)?
C?Cmég (no: nay2 koun3 jal la3 How are (you guys)?
—J
anslon thwa3 jal Go!
o wJ
ansanolar: thwa3 jal ba2 la3 Why don't (you guys)
° g0?
q%;m%,mg [ oloon: yan2-gome?2 thwa3 jal |Why don't (you guys)
e = ba2 la3 20 to Yangon?
Qéquo%oq‘%m%wg khal-mya3 dohl Why don't you guys go
= : e yan2-gome?2 thwa3 jal |to Yangon?
(ol ba2 la3
Sl keare2 jal ba2 Help! (please, people)
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Concern words c\]cv) | yearel 1a3

Show doubt or concern with those ending words.

R?]emg pu2 yearel 1a3 Is 1t hot enough?

s lg_So\ s hin3-yay?2 pu2 yearel Is the soup hot enough?
W2R 123

mo&\lm hote yearel la3 Are you sure? (be correct)

de2 ain2 hote yearel
la3

Are you sure this is the
house?

de2 ain2 hmal hote

Are you certain this house is

yearel a3 (surely) the one?
coo&\]oc\ns tau2 yearel la3 Does it fit?
mqﬁcm&ﬁ oan ain3-ji2 tau2 yearel  |Does the shirt fit?

la3
cmo&ﬁomg lout yearel 1a3 Do you have enough?
80695@(\30(75?1 ox: |pike-hsun2 Do you have enough
L o

lout yearel 1a3

money?
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Possessive <\1 | yearel

This 1s equivalent to apostrophe 's' to show possession like in "It's Mike's

car.

37’03?1 ah3—10n§3 yearel Everyone's Telenor.
R teare2-1i2-nau3 (Telenor for everyone.)
PNV EE

If the name of the person ends in second tone especially if the last two
words 1s a repeat, it is more usual to shorten it by changing the last word

of the name to the first tone and omit this word.

S8 o mi2-mi2 yearel ka3 Mi Mti's car.
38 o mi2-mil ka3 Mi Mti's car.

For the possessive pronoun "his" or "hers", this word is not used in short
phrases like this.

thul ka3 his (or her) car.

J0 O
e
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Only 1f you are sure

¢ |hmal

This word can be particle to stress on something, or conjunction "only 1f".
In literary form it is a postpositional marker "from".

ooorSeooo%c\] s
L J L °

hote hmal hote yearel

I am having doubt. (hmal
stresses the doubt yearel)

N0 hote hmal loat Do only if you are sure it's
S0 the right thing to do. (right +
only then + do)
mcﬁgmégméé hote hmal leare3 loat |Careful! Do it only if it is
L J L .
absolutely right.
leare3 - also certain
ome3 - suggestion
m&@mégmég hote hmal leare3 loat | Careful! Do it only if it1s
o © — ljal ome3 absolutely right. (Warning
e to more than one person.)
coloomn khau2 hma thwa3 Go if and only 1f you are
J

called. (someone calls +
only then + go)
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Conditional if ¢ | yin2

The simple conjunction "if" or "then" 1s sandwiched between two verbs.
The first verb 1s condition. Action 1s called for in second verb.

C

chqé aN: khau2 yin2 thwa3 Go if you are called. (call +
° then + go)
gooqém hsa2 yin2 sa3 Eat if you are hungry. (be
hungry + then + eat)
gqcﬁqém mal-shet yin2 kal Dance if you are not shy.
J

(not + feel shy + then +
dance)

In that case Q(CZ)(]C | hso2-yin2

The conjunction "if" is always followed by logical "then".

3]98qécméggnco'| da2 hso2-yin2 koun3
L °

da2 baul

Then, that's great!
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%c{’eg&’eqé de2 102 hso2-yin2 How should I proceed,
ba2 hset loat yal then? If that is the case,
mal-leare3 what should I do next?

hset = continuously

If this is the case 3loc | da2-pfyinl

Another colloquial "if" word followed by logical "then".

3]@(8091508@% da2-pfyinl [f this 1s the case, you must
mal-net-pfyan2 go early tomorrow.
COCOIL® sau3-sau3 thwa3

But 3lcod | da2-bay2-mearel

This 1s a conjunction that connects two thoughts.
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coNn&:on I koun3 deare2 Good, but expensive.

da2-bay2-mearel
N\ (2]

slecoge (03000 zay3 kji3 deare2

qgoS:;]CQQ\% val meare2 It can be done. But, it will
da2-bay2-mearel take a while. (take a little

$dppdicon neare3-neare3 daul long time.)

oneod kja2 meare2

—J . .

daul is an emphasis.

Do this first 3>q¢ | a-yin2

Adverb 'firstly' or 'first'.

3]3)(-1&@6 da2 a-yin2 loat Do this first.
L

083)(]& Ae ho2 a-yin2 thwa3 Go there first.
L (o]

As a noun, it refers to the time in the past.

a-yin2 dome3 gal in the past.

LRGN
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Pre-requisite © --- 2¢ | mal xxxx khin2

Do this before prior condition which has not taken place yet.

oot co:  |mal-sa3 khin2 Wash your hands before
let hsay3 eating. (not + eat + before +
hand + wash)
. N\
Without o --- 99 | mal-xxxx beare3

Something is done without something that is expected.

ocal o

C(T)OSC\)OCT)OS

mal-khau?2 beare3
yout la2 deare?2

He came without being
invited. (Not + call +
without + arrive + come +
verb ending.)

o \ \
LINEC (f)c?°

mal-thil beare3
mal-pyau3 nearel

Don't anyhow say it. (Don't
say without knowing.)

33 of 106 MENU




A sure request 90l | khearel ba2

A request to come or to bring back something can be made using those

ending words.

C\nsocﬂ la2 khearel ba2 Please be sure to come over.
g?(f)@%c\néo‘] mal-net-pfyan2 Please be sure to come
la2 khearel ba2 tomorrow.
MOION 0] ka3 yu2 la2 khearel |Please be sure to bring the
. ba2 car.
g?cﬁ@‘% mal-net-pfyan2 Please be sure to bring the
N ka3 yu2 la2 khearel |car tomorrow.
OMEOION 0
i ° ba2
nodmEouSandol  kjet-kin2 Please be sure to buy a
— weare2 la2 khearel |barbecue chicken on the
ba2 way back.
( a2 = come)
gﬂso&@% o E mal-net-pfyan2 Please be sure to buy a
5 \T kjet-kin2 barbecue chicken on the
OO0 weare? la2 khearel

ba2

way back tomorrow.
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A promise 3605 | khearel meare2

A promise to come or to bring back something can be made using those

ending words.

ANde0d la2 khearel meare2 |I will definitely come over.
g?(f)@%c\négos mal-net-pfyan2 I will definitely come over

la2 khearel meare2

tomorrow.

ka3 yu?2 la2 khearel
meare2

I will definitely bring the
car.

mal-net-pfyan2
ka3 yu2 la2 khearel
meare2

I will definitely bring the
car tomorrow.
(yu2 la2 = bring + come)

hodmEoSans | kjet-kin2 I will definitely buy a
— ° weare2 la2 khearel |barbecue chicken on the
005 meare2 way back.
(weare2 la2 = buy + come)
G‘FC’SB%’ Ecﬁmé mal-net-pfyan2 I will definitely buy a
N kjet-kin2 barbecue chicken on the
0N weare2 la2 khearel

meare?2

way back tomorrow.
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Have just done 50>05 | khearel deare2

Something was brought back, or something has just been done.

mggomos sa3 khearel deare2 I have just eaten (back home
or somewhere.)

mgo]ég sa3 ba2 ome2 Won't you please eat?

mgsomos sa3 khearel deare2 |1 have just eaten.

BN 00 sa3 la2 khearel I have eaten before I came
deare2 here.

hSNESaNS kjet-kin2 weare2 la2 |1 have bought a barbecue
L °

khearel deare2 chicken on the way here.
00O
EOOAN IS ka3 yu2 la2 khearel I have brought the car along.
L °
deare2
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Experienced before %sooos | pfu3 deare2

Been there, done that, seen it. "pfu3" can also be pronounced "bu3".

ccpo%ﬁgooos yout pfu3 deare2 I have been there before.
mg%{gmos sa3 bu3 deare2 I have eaten that before.
Ccygo(l{go')os tway1 bu3 deare2 I have met (him) before.
(\eéﬁgmos loat pfu3 deare2 I have done that before.
O8O0 sa3 bu3 la3 Have you eaten this before?
mg%{gmos sa3 bu3 deare2 Yes.

©O0 mal-sa3 pfu3 bu3 No.

m&g]?@mg(l{g:yl{g tal-kha2-hmal Not even once.

mal-sa3 pfu3 bu3
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(one + time + surely + not +
cat)

Hmal stresses on
"one time"; not even one
time.




Even (I/he/this) comn¢ | doun2

Even someone or something lacks something or insufficient.

20coNEed thu2 doun?2 Even he/she doesn't know.
L L .
mal-thil bu3
vcontudconys |thu2 doun2 Even he/she still doesn't
" "“ mal-thil thay3 bu3 |know yet.
ucons thu2 doun2 Even he/she did not know.
"t mal-thil lite bu3 (It happened too fast, etc..)
eooaeo%oﬂs
oocoméeccpo%usoos thu2 doun2 Even he/she has not been
iU IU IU

mal-yout pfu3 bu3

there.

30000 CUD&

GCC\DOS)C OOSUIDLS

nga3-dthoun3 doun?2

Even 50,000 1s still not

mal-lout thay3 bu3
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Present Participle cﬂsooos | nay2 deare?2

In the midst of doing something.

mgc,?ooog sa3 nay2 deare?2 [ am eating.

mgégmgc,?mos htal-min3 [ am having my meal
sa3 nay?2 deare2 (of rice.)

SPC?OOOS sha2 nay2 deare2 [ am looking for it.

mm&q)cﬂsooos a-loat I am looking for a job.

© sha2 nay2 deare2

@écﬁsooos pyin2 nay?2 deare2 I am repairing it.

omsoegonnd ka3 I am repairing the car.
pyin2 nay2 deare2
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Middle of doing something c$0ps: | nay?2

dome3

In the midst of doing something and not done yet. You should wait until
something is done.

mgc‘?m%g sa3 nay2 dome3 I am still eating.

L

32001030 a-khul Please come over now.
L ]

la2 khearel ba2

mgc‘?m%g sa3 nay2 dome3 I haven't done eating yet.
L
@&C?m§g<}mg pyin2 nay2 dome3 | Are you still fixing it?
- beare3 la3
@&C?m%&b pyin2 nay2 dome3  Yes.
: beare3
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The continuity ©co2: | hta3

This word describes the act in the past, present, or future. The act results
in the continuity of state like the door which stays open or closed after the
action.

072kO0H 00N dal-ga3 pate hta3  |close the door and keep it
closed.
N3OS dal-ga3 The door has been closed.
pate hta3 deare2 "The door is closed."

BEFDONRHOD hsine2 The shop has been closed.

: pate hta3 deare2 "The shop i1s closed."
OO hma2 hta3 lite Make the order first.
J L
OONON 0V hma2 hta3 deare?2 I've already made the order.
J
313 cons da2 kine2 hta3 Hold this.

L

or°)9'|s805>ooos§ dal-ga3 Close the door before you

pate hta3 khearel leave.

03913806w)g§m(§ dal-ga3 pate hta3 I had the door closed.
khearel deare?
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059kS0500% 3005

dal-ga3 pate hta3
khearel meare2

I will have the door closed
(before going out.)

Only and exactly this & | beare3

Constraint in choice or time. Lack of freedom to do something else. This
only and nothing else or nothing more.

200 thu2 beare3 That's him! (He, exactly!)
I

S0 de2 1u2 beare3 That's the man! (That man,

) exactly!)

20 MROCO thul go2 beare3 pay3 |Give it to him only.
e u

3loaus da2 beare3 la3 Only this?

) da2 beare3 Yes.

After being said what was to be said in a phone call or in a letter —

3lold

da2 ba2 beare3

That's all for now.

3]8::?8

da2 beare3 nau2

That's all for now, OK?
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Only and just him 20 | dtha2

This is an another word for "only". There is a slight difference in meaning

compared to & | beare3. "Just give it to him" here could refer to a task

because he is most qualified, not because he needs it the most such as
food or money. In the second example, there is something odd about him

to be thinking that way.
Q)O()%Qyjcogc\o)(ys thul go2 dtha2 Just give it to him.
. ) pay3 lite
a)moaoooc(,c‘]smo thu2 gal dtha2 Only he 1s thinking that
IL .
htin2 nay?2 da2 way.

Another usage of o0» | dtha2 is in combination with gé:)qf: | hso2 yin2

meaning "if" as in "If I were him, I would do things differently."

pfpeosandicf

® 0 C
3VEMVOINSE
L LI

kjal-nau2 dtha2
hso2-yin2
de2-lo2
mal-loat bu3

I wouldn't have done
like this if | were him.
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Want word qj& | chin2

The want word is not a stand-alone verb but a verb-suffix particle that

comes after the verb.

emgqjég)gcmg mal-sa3 chin2 bu3  Don't you want to eat?
" la3
emsqjéoos mal-sa3 chin2 bu3  No.
L
emgqlécwgoog mal-sa3 chin2 thay3 Not yet.
" bu3
gmgqjécmmg mal-sa3 chin2 daul |Not anymore.
" bu3
mgqjému‘) sa3 chin2 deare?2 [ want to eat.
CQ]&gsmg:u Econs  khout-hsweare3 sa3 Do you want to eat noodle?
° chin2 la3
mgqjémos sa3 chin2 deare?2 Yes.
mgqjéomcol sa3 chin2 da2 baul  |Of course.
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Of course omco)

Words of agreement.

| da2 baul

onodoncol hote da2 baul Of course.
2 !

:)b)’)g(yncol thwa3 da2 baul Of course, we will go.

anecrs thwa3 jal mal-la3  |Shall we go?

:)g)ggmcgl thwa3 jal da2 baul  Of course.

Qoo yal mal-la3 Can this be done?

qQomed] yal da2 baul Of course.

m.é m;coggomco] kjil jal thay3 da2 We will see about that.

baul (till then, I agree.)

coMeaxoNnco) tau2 thay3 da2 baul |You were lucky. It was a
good thing. It could have
been worse. (still suitable.)

qoSooocol yi2 da2 baul You're funny! (laughing at
your threat.)
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Whatever o | ta2

This suffix particle changes a verb or an adjective into a noun clause.

E‘%cﬁomog kjite da2 yu?2 Take what you like.
L 1L
kjite = to like
kjite da2 = thing that you
like
E‘%rf)omoo 6000 kjite da2 yu?2 Take what you like,
l " nga3 htoun?2 only 5,000.
W631EoMO loat chin2 da2 /oat | Do what you want (to do).
L L
@sorncg 0 kji3 da2 yway3 yu2 |Choose and take the big_
n one.
&ooooe@o%oos nya2 da? I don't like lies.
ot mal-kjite bu3 (nya2 = to lie)
ebplepp nya?2 da2 I absolutely don't like lies.
] lone3-wal
00 mal-kjite bu3
o[M0dn
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Extreme degree C\fxf)ooo | lite da2

The verb or adjective is still changed into a noun, but it refers to

the experience or encounter with something to the extreme degree.

2070300 hsa?2 lite da2 [ am so hungry.
L
COPION tau2 lite da2 You are so good/skillful.
L
03050, pu2 lite da2 It's so hot.
IL U

(Also see C\(.)L)OS) | lite .)
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Better than expected 2020

| dtha3 beare3

Something turned out to be right or better than expected. It can be
pronounced either "tha3" or softer "dtha3".

NOYINEO hote tha3 beare3 That's right! (Not what I
- thought, though.)
coOM N0 tau2 dtha3 beare3 Hey, he's quite good! (or)
Hey, the trousers fit!
QOO0 yal dtha3 beare3 Wow, it could be done!
(be possible)
. . \
A positive statement oo | da2 beare3
RBEconEond thate koun3 da2 That's very good.
beare3
3](\)ésmo%orn8 da2 leare3 hote da2 |That too is right!
: beare3
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%c{’ec\eé de2 lo2 loat Do like this.
qoryx\, yal da2 beare3 Sure, why not?
3]cuésqoooc\> da2 leare3 It can be done like that, too.

yal da2 beare3

Question Words o - o | ba2 xxx leare3

What and why. o0 | ba2 can be either pronoun or adjective. If you just

point to a noun without mentioning it, it is a pronoun.

opelod ba2 leare3 What? What's the matter?

2lorad da2 ba2 leare3 What is this?

:31ooocogcx\) da2 ba2 dway?2 leare3 |What are those?

3PS da2 ba2 ka3 leare3  |1. What model is this car?
2. What number 1s this bus?
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o 09)106(\\) ba2 kjite leare3 What do you like?
&R Hd ba2 hin3 kjite leare3 |What dish do you like?
ormjngc\\) ba2 hma2 mal-leare3 |What do you want to order?

MN&NnLd ba2 hin3
’ hma2 mal-leare3

What dish do you want to
order?

Second ba2 is adjective because the noun hin3 (dish) follows it.

In an exception case, it sounds more like "how" in English.

omcuf)qec\} ba2 What should I do?
L
loat yal mal-leare3
orngocf)m&qgc\} ba2 hset loat yal How should I proceed?
o ) mal-leare3
Why or why didn't you ?
modad B ba2 pfyit lol leare3 | Why?
2.
m@éc\%owgmc\} ba2 pfyit lol Why did you go? (why +
- thwa3 da2 leare3 reason for going)
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ba2 pfyit lol
mal-thwa3 da2

leare3

Why didn't you go? (why +
reason for not going)

ba2 pfyit lol
loat da2 leare3

Why did you do it? (why +
reason for doing)

ba? pfyit lol
mal-loat da2 leare3

Why is --? What's the reason?

Why didn't you do? (why +
reason for not doing)

e moécx\) ba2 jounl leare3 Why?
cvdceoM hloat nay?2 da2 Why is it shaking?
B Ve N ba2 jounl leare3 (reason to be shaking)
oncloméad
SecnoM mi3 mal-la2 da2 Why is there no light?
PN ba2 jounl leare3 reason for (mi3 mal-la3 =
INCTPED light not come)

In an exception, o | ba2 is not a question of "what" or "why", but more
like "which" in English.

51 of 106 MENU




gmmog&qem ba2 ka3 Which bus should I take?
si3 yal mal-leare3 |What (number) + vehicle +
ride + Should |
MO QoS beare2 ka3 Which bus or car should 1
si3 yal mal-leare3  |take?

In the second question, the cars or buses are in sight. The first question
can be asked even before leaving the house.

Question Words 9705- o5 | beare? - leare3

Where, which, who, whose, how much, how many, when, how, questions
all contain those two words.

PSS beare2 leare3 Where to?

PSS beare2 hma?2 leare3 |Where is it?
J

PSS beare2 mal-leare3 Where is it?
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oS

beare2 thwa3

Where are you going?

mal-leare3 [ Taxi driver to passenger]
PSarlmecs beare2 thwa3 jal Where are you (guys)
— mal-leare3 going?

beare2 thwa3
mal-lol leare3

Where are you going? (For
example, upon seeing
changing clothes.)

beare2 hmal
mal-thwa3 bu3

[ am not going anywhere.

oooSwr)quéc\\g beare2 thwa3 chin2 | Where do you want to go?
° leare3
POSUNPS beare2 ha2 leare3 Which one?
NOSVND beare2 dthu2 leare3 |Who?
1L
3l da2 beare2 dthu2 Who is this?
" leare3
31970520 0050 da2 beare2-dthul Whose purse is this?
e u .
o ¢ N\ pike-hsun2-ate leare3
DO
POSCANOND beare2 lout leare3 How much?
SN0 NnudScanodad pike-hsun2 beare2  How much money do you
L L .
N lout [02 chin2 leare3 |want?
ql&\)
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beare2 hnal-yout
leare3

How many persons?

ka3 beare2 hnal-si3
la2 leare3

How many cars came?

Nnudconaneas

beare2 daul
la2 mal-leare3

When will you come?

:T)OSE’):% %cuoea\)

beare2 a-chain2
la2 mal-leare3

What time will you come?

NS beare2 102 leare3 How was it? How did it go?
L

0SS0 beare? lo2 thwa3 How shall we go?
e mal-leare3

In some exceptions, :noScfé | beare2 lo2 sounds better if translated as

"what" in English.

PR PR
U)OS(\)C\)O MO
L v wJ

beare? 102 loat jal
mal-leare3

What should we do now?
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Question Word o2

| dome3

This ending word is sometimes used in place of o5 | leare3.

MO beare2 dome3 Where to?
MO ba2 dome3 What?
L
NV beare2 lo2 dome3  How did it go?
L U

May this happen olco | ba2 zay?2

A wish and letting things happen.
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o:0lco sa3 ba2 zay?2 Let him eat.
rru%smo‘lcm kjan3-ma2 ba2 zay2 |May you be healthy, find
c ] chan3-tha2 ba2 zay2 |peace and happiness.
Qesonolco
sate-chan3-tha2 = mind to
be wealthy = happy
cﬂscﬂcocooq nay2 ba2 zay2 daul |Never mind. Let it be.




Please let me olqco | bal-yal zay2

A permission 1s requested.

Qy)go]ch; thwa2 bal-yal zay2 |Please let me go. Please
© release me.

Unexpected olco»: | ba2 1a3

A wow factor, or something unexpected is encountered. Sometimes a
challenge 1s called for.

NI Olo: teare2 hote ba2 1a3  |Wow!
L
onudcodolor: teare2 tau2 ba2 [a3  |Wow! You're so good!
(be clever, be skillful)
onudcvolow: teare2 hlal ba2 1a3 | Wow! You're so pretty!
J
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0&smpyolans sun3-kjil ba2 la3 Why don't you try and see?
BLT
go[’)qéoég Fglg_s mal-yone2 yin2 If [you] don't believe me,
: — sun3-kjil ba2 la3 why don't you try and see?
olowns
géqr)ggo:)qé khal-mya3 [f you don't believe me, why
¢ — L'I mal-yone2 yin2 don't you try and see?
oor{mp3olor: sun3-kjil ba2 la3
ogo%?]qégég F)P_S thut-til shil yin2 [f [you] are brave, why don't
o J —J ..
sun3-kjil ba2 la3 you try and see?
O]C\J)S
SO ?)éok\n de2 102 loat kjil ba2 |Why don't you try doing
S a3 like this?
O3 gqg‘lc\ng loat lo1 How come I can't do that?
L Le

mal-yal ba2 la3
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Look- try and see - with care 5.:)_5 | kj1l

As a verb, it simply means to look with eyes.

(foL)%;) m}é ho2 hma?2 kjil Look over there!
Eéchné kjil yal oun2 Let me have a look!
N

It can be used as a verb-suffix particle to mean try and see.

o aéo‘l(\j)g sa3 kjil ba2 la3 Why don't you try eating
— (taste) it ?
c[o[md pyau3 kjil Why don't you talk to him
— and see?

If this word comes before the verb, it 1s an adverb meaning with care or
tactfully.

FSP_SCED kjil pyau3 Be careful with what you
i | .
say. (Tactfully say it.)

58 of 106 MENU



. . . . O
Experience, or asking for intention | lol

This word can have several meanings. It can be a verb-suffix particle to
describe a person's experience when doing something, the English
or used in questions asking for reasons.

equivalent of "as",

A person experiences something when doing something.

cC O
ALO eqo]c\ns
L Le

loat lo1
mal-yal ba2 la3

How come I can't do that?

pyau3 lol
mal-yal bu3

1. It's hard to say.
(unpredictable)

2. Can't tell the child. (He
won't listen.)

sa3 lo1l koun3 deare2

It's delicious!
sa3 koun3 = delicious

kjil lol mal-yal bu3

1. Can't stand him. (find
him unacceptable.)

2. TV 1is broken.

kjil = to watch or to look
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English equivalent of "as" or "as regard to this".

3loodo%cd colonud |da2 set-bain3 lol This is called "bicycle".
- khau2 deare2 (named as bicycle.)
clonad 20, pyau3 lol1 He can't finish talking
Le L

mal-Asone3 bu3

(bragging, blaming, etc..)

mal-shil bu3 lol
pyau3 lite

Tell him I am not in.

mal shil bu3 = not present

Questions asking for reasons.

mal-sa3 da2 leare3

lodad oS ba2 pfyitlol leare3 |Why? What's the reason?
L
pfyit = something happens
:no@écﬁocuéomc\\) ba2 pfyit lol Why did you do it?
ot loat da2 leare3
m@éc\") ooroncy | ba2 pfyitlol Why didn't you ear?
2o
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Multiple meanings C\(Z)OS) | lite

This is a verb-suffix word to give green light or go ahead to do something.

mg(\%osqemg sa3 lite yal mal-la3  Can I finish (eat) what's
- left?

EOID sa3 lite Go ahead (eat 1t all.)
L

C 030l pay3 lite ba2 Just give it (to him).
L

It can be a verb-suffix word to indicate something did or did not happen.

@éc{%cﬁmg myin2 lite 1a3 Did you see that?
L
@éc{’)cﬁm(ﬁ myin2 lite deare2 I saw it.
L
g@éc&-ﬁmg mal-myin2 lite bu3 I didn't see.
L L

It can be an emphasis "so much". (Also see 03(730)0 | lite da2.)

LR hlal lite da2 So beautiful!
J L
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BN ike lite da2 It's too stufty! (feel warm)
L L

It can be a verb to follow, to come along, or to chase after.

C\%Ossoqg(m«g lite khearel yal Do you want me to follow you?
mal-la3
C\%O%:\)o lite khearel OK.

It can be a noun in this common word.

lite pweare3 Extra dish for second helping.

38

oC/

It can be used as a verb meaning compatible or pleasing to the eyes.

= 893;@ 3 ain3-ji2 a-pfyu2 nearel White shirt goes well
Y=9 ¢ .

£40849,33 boun3-be2 a-nyo2 nearel with brown trousers.
CINCENIDN} lite deare?2
SHore
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Let's do something <§§ | zol

(-]

This word tells others that it's about time to do something. There is
nothing new about the activity which is routine. E | jal 1s a plural form

to do that activity together, but sometimes it 1s omitted.

oo ® sa3 jal zol Let's eat. It's about time.
—J L
@ thwa3 jal zol Let's go. It's about time.
o LJUue
A thwa3 zol Let's go. It's about time.
o Le

Let's try something qc:no& | yal oun2

This word i1s slightly different from <§§° | zol meaning let's. It's usually

trying something new like taking a new road, trying out a new way of
doing something, or doing something that has not been done for a while,
like visiting family in an another town.

00s ?)]éqc:gy)é sun3 kjil yal oun2 Let's try this.
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Possibility or Possession ¢ | yal

The first meaning is to get or to have something.

O%OJD(']GC\JOs be2-ya2 yal mal-la3 |Can I have beer? Do you
have beer?
ogﬁggﬁ&%gg kjal-nau2 main3-mal |I've got married. (Lit: [
o yal thwa3 byi2 have got a woman.)
QS

If there 1s a verb 1n front, it is a verb-suffix particle on whether something
can or needs to be done or not.

moggclf,q ka3 mal-yut yal No parking. (To park a car
is not allowed.)

maseogoosqws let-hmut You need to buy a ticket.
’ weare? yal meare2
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Inorderto cz»né | oun?

This conjunction missing in English connects action to desired result.

@&cgnémé pfyit oun2 loat Make (so that) it happens!
L
@méc@cgné a-hsin2-pyay2 oun2 | Please help to make (so
oSl loat pay3 ba2 that) everything goes
U ’ smoothly.
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\
He says xxxx 02 | dearel

This word can have two meanings. The first usage is to relay a message.

9000 COE0d nga3-htoun?2 A. Twill give 5,000.
pay3 meare2

nome NS thu2 ba2 pyau3 leare3 |B. What did he say?

9000 coseodoy  |nga3-htoun2 C. He said he will give

pay3 meare2 dearel |5,000.

The second usage means "that which i1s" or "he who is".

SBvRcu:0l lo2 dearel lu2 go2 Give it to someone who
L ° JuU LU .
pay3 ba2 needs it.
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What are you waiting for? xxxx coo |lay2

A simple one word after the verb urges for action.

AYECY thwa3 lay2 Go! What are you waiting
° for?
OEC O sa3 lay2 Eat! What are you waiting

for?

Very 230 | thate

This adverb is a useful intensifier equivalent to "very", "so", "too".

C?Qgégcmég:fl{g nay?2 thate [ am not feeling very well.
mal-koun3 bu3

230000¢C 20808 thate mal-hsa2 thay3 |I am not too hungry yet.
bu3

:)36(\3)(77)8 thate hlal da2 beare3 |It's so beautiful!
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Can /possible/ capable f%é | nine2

As a verb itself, this word means to win.

E%mgé@ myan2-ma2 nine2 Myanmar Won!
: byi12

Another meaning is to be able to manage or carry the load or workload
either physically, mentally, or financially.

&), o0 nine2 yearel la3 Can you carry it? Is it too
heavy for you?

~@O

"nn

When used as a verb-suffix word, it can mean "can", "may", or "possible".

a»8e[o thwa3 nine2 byi2 You may go.
(o) L
SNSE NS mo3 ywa2 nine2 It may rain.
Set deare?2 (Rain is possible.)
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Still possible f%&;ooz | nine2 dthay3

Verb 1s followed by particles for possible and still.

qgécwgmos yal nine2 dthay3 It can stil/ be done.
: deare2
@&3écwgm05 pfyit nine2 dthay3 It is still possible.
: deare2

No longer possible o -- %6@07)0033 | mal --

nine2 daul bu3

The possibility 1s negated by ¢ -- o | mal -- bu3

gqgécm)omg mal-yal nine2 daul It can't be done anymore.
: " bu3 Can't get it done anymore.
g@égécmmg mal-pfyit nine2 daul |It's no longer possible.
L N bu3 It can no longer happen.
wondtcomnons mal-sa3 nine2 daul I am full. I can't eat
L " bu3 anymore.
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Do something first ¢ | hninl

This word means to do something ahead of others.

O.JOS&&C]G(\JO% thwa3 hninl yal Do you want me to go first?
° mal-la3 Should I go first?
APESE thwa3 hninl Yes, go ahead.
(o) J °
eSS sa3 hninl Eat first. (Have the meal by
’ yourself. Don't want for us.)

Location indicator in/on/at &> | hma?

Prepositions in/on/at in English that come before the location word can be
represented by this postpositional marker in Burmese that goes after the
location word.

0& 900 min3 a-khul Where are you at now?
L
beare2 hma?2 leare3

(\)Egga?(c)s;) lun3 htate hma2 I'm at the street corner.
(htate = top)
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omicanNudNd

ka3-thaul
beare2 hma?2 leare3

Where is the car key?

M0 ka3 hteare3 hma2 It's in the car.
J
oocol o zal-bweare3 pau2 It's on the table.
° ’ hma2
S3CINOD khone2 out hma2 It's under the seat/chair.
L J

Unlike in English, oo | hteare3 meaning "in", col | pau2 meaning "on"

and c3»0H | out meaning "under" must still be followed by > | hma?2

meaning "at".

Skill and Knowledge 0h05 | tut

This word by itself is a verb meaning "know how to" or "be able to", but
it mostly appears as a verb-suffix after the verb such as "swim".

orscontionodar: ka3 moun3 tut la3 Do you know how to drive a
car?
CnNE:nONLD moun3 tut deare2 Yes.
OCWNEINOI IS mal-moun3 tut bu3  |No.
1L
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Has done the act of 2> | thwa3

Usually, this word is a verb meaning to go. It can be used as a verb-suffix
to indicate that the act was done not long ago.

Rep[odagHS

ho2 lu2-ji3
pyan2 thwa3 byi2

That gentleman has left.

Ccmqég ngway2-sal-yin3 He has settled his money
(o) .
shin3 thwa3 deare2 account.
g]éeobnsooos
NN ba2 hma2 thwa3 Did he leave any word?
7 leare3 What reminded?

ba2 hma?2 thwa3 thay3
leare3

What else did he say?What
else reminded?

g%mégg]gqég@(\y)g monel-hin3-ga3 Do you still have Mont-hin-
: yal ome3 mal-la3 ga (Burmese favorite
breakfast)? [Can I still have]
m%sans@ kone2 thwa3 byi2 No more. (kone2= run out;
L (@)

sold out.)
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From where or the subjectis o> | gal

This postpositional marker after the noun or question pronoun is used to
describe or ask for the source "from".

Q)C)Sm@%cmc\\) beare2 gal pyan2 la2 |Where did you come back
leare3 from? (greeting)

ﬁgm@%(\y)mcv)g yone3 gal pyan2 la2  Did you come back from the
- da2 la3 office?

cqgm@§mmo‘| zay3 gal pyan2 la2 I just came back from the
da2 ba2 market.

It can be used to clarify the subject who acts something.

VM SN0 ho2 lu2 gal That man gives the money.
: 'Lo - pike-hsun2

RN LN pay3 lite deare2

POVOM g&quo% ho2 lu2 gal That man gives you the

o c s " |khal-mya3 go2 money.

(30830 pike-hsun2

COIBOHLS pay3 lite deare2 (gives money to you.)
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To Of(f) | go2

This word 1s a postpositional marker after (noun) which can be a person,
an object, or any living thing. If it is used after a place, it means

destination "to".

2co0ord de2 thit-ta2 go2 Put this suitcase down over

o ho2 hma?2 cha2 hta3 there. (Action is done to the
RFIY O suitcase.)
O%C\I)Lcu% ho2 1u2 go2 Give this to that man.

da2 pay3 lite
slcosadod by
q%m‘%o% yan2-gome?2 go?2 We will be at Yangon
or% ' SocS mal-net-pfyan2 tomorrow.

°¢ B‘?’CCP °© yout meare2

(To Yangon + tomorrow +
will reach)
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. . ()] .
Direction to or from a person 20 | hsi2

In spoken language, o> | gal is used to describe coming from a place, but

Of% | 202 meaning "to" is not used to describe the act of going to a place.

meare2

cﬁsm%mccpo%mo yan2-gome2 gal yout |(He) came from Yangon.
‘ la2 da2
on da2 converts verb to noun
clause: "it's the case that".
q§m§mge05 yan2-gome?2 thwa3 I am going to Yangon.
L (o]

To say from or to in the direction of a person, 20 | hsi2 is added.

choggmqmom dau2 pul hsi2 gal I got this from Daw Pu.
L

yal la2 da2
2 3000 thul hsi2 thwa3 Go to him.
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Do something for someone co: | pay3

pay3 means to give. When this word is used as a suffix word after an
another verb, it becomes a particle meaning to do something for someone,
or on the behalf of someone.

%%O]OSQ sl cosol de2 nun2-but Please call this number for
khau2 pay3 ba2 me.
3looodScosol da2 theare2 pay3 ba2 Please help me carry this.

Every 03¢: | dine3

This noun-suffix particle is pronounced dine3 and it means "every". When
used as "region" in the country, it is pronounced "tine3" such as Yangon
Region.

C?O%égmgtégéomos nayl-dine3 The shop opens every day.
hsine2 pfwinl deare2
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hsine2-dine3
lu2 a-pyay1 beare3

Every shop is full of people.
(is fully occupied)

w

ain2-dine3 /o2-lo2
TV shil jal deare2

Every and each house alike
has a TV.

When used as a conjunction, it connects the first verb clause to the

second.

3coztom de2 This fortune teller is right
9g bay2-din2 hsal-ya2 |every time he makes a

CONORCs hau3 dine3 prediction.

0$0nd hmun2 deare2
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Without a care or concern 0® | pyit

This word calls for an action without thinking or worrying too much.

OROOD sa3 pyit lite Eat it all!
L
quSo&c\%cyS pfyet pyit lite Destroy it (or) Delete it.
L

Mistakenly or by chance ©

| mi1l

This verb-suffix particle is usually associated with regret or worry after
the action. The action could also be casual and by chance without regret.

Cn

o
N

cop, 8200

a$scon

ate-khan3 thaul
twayl mil dthal-la3

Have you by chance seen
the bedroom key?
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c0 S;)gmggn% hsay3 hma3 sa3 mil |because I've Falfen the
lol (wrong) medicine by
mistake.
hma3 = make a mistake
sa3 = eat
N\
Seldom 5 |kheare3

Infrequent activity.

@OOBOBT)SSO'DOS

myol-hteare3
thwa3 kheare3 deare2
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I seldom go to downtown.

myol = town; city
hteare3 = inside




Also/too copd: | leare3

This "also" or "too" word is not often used in questions. "Also" refers to
only one item of noun or pronoun.

qgﬁ,ggﬁmég kjal-nau2 leare3 I want to come along, too.
lite khearel meare?
SHYecS
:3](\)égoggo$ da2 leare3 yu2 meare2 |I will take this also.
IL

Also com | gau3

This "also" or "too" word is more often used in questions and when used in
statements, it usually refers to more than one item.

Qéqu)gcm) khal-mya3 gau3 Do you want to come along
o co lite ome3 mal-la3 with us too ?
c\eo%esecxns
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slcom slcom

oPLeos

da2-gau3 da2-gau3
yu2 meare?2

I will take this and this.

Completion of action [0: | pyi3

It is a verb to mean "completed", "done", or "finished".

pyi3 byi2 a3

Done?

pyi3 byi2

Yes.

It can be a verb suffix particle used as post event or action.

@ o
ooeésmsbebcuos

htal-min3
sa3 pyi3 byi2 la3

Have you eaten (rice)?
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It can also be a conjunction that connects two actions in sequence
immediately one after another.

c\)égc wcwqr)qu) lun3 Cross the road after
— creo thay2-dthay2 cha2-ja2 |thoroughly checking the
G0 kjil pyi3 ku3 traffic.

kjil = to look
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Simultaneous activities qcc:: | yin3

This is a conjunction word used to describe two actions that are being
performed at the same time.

yay2-cho3 yin3
thal-chin3-hso2
nay2 deare2

He is singing while taking a
bath.

Something happens while 0?%58 | dome3

This 1s also conjunction while word. Unlike the conjunction qé: | yin3

which means doing something while doing something else, conjunction
orL>§=r\s | dome3 describes what one is doing at the time something occurs.

ONCHODs

Qé&)éC(T)OS

C
CONON0L

sa3 nay2 dome3
earel-dtheare2
yout la2 deare?2
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Visitor came while I was
cating.




Note the difference. Particle o?%és | dome3 below means "still".

sa3 nay2 dome3 I am still eating.

®’)8C«.1$UL)$3

Because clom¢ | jounl
NG

The reason or the cause points to someone or something. The word itself
is not a reason. It is like an arrow that points to a reason.

onclonéad ba2 jounl leare3 Why? What's the reason?
' What — () ?

20 cloré thul jounl de2 lo2  |Something like this happens

e L3 ™ . .
o o fvit val da2 because of him.
3cu@§qom

L

clSy 3lelonéad: au2 da2 jounl go3 | Oh, that's why. I see now!

) ) ° U

Oh, that «— I see!
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Becoming con | 1a2

As a verb this word means to come. It can also mean becoming
something.

Qoggg)(m@ mo3 ywa2 la2 byi2 It starts to rain.
L
C?‘,{C\”@ nay2 pu2 la2 byi2 The sun is getting hot.

nay = the sun

mcmgc%@gm@ khal-lay3 dway?2 kji3 |Kids are growing big.
la2 byi2

As C\cf) | 102

The word 03 | 102 as a verb is associated with the need or want as in

C\%qjé | 102 chin2.

(30)8156“\;008({3 hseare2 mal-nit lout |Stl/ needs about 10
L

102 thay3 deare2 minutes.
CoBONLY
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As a suffix particle, it means "as" something.

3]@%,@0({33@,@ sy |da2 myan2-ma2 102 |What do you call this in.
‘ ba2 khau2 leare3 Burmese?
2306 de2 102 loat Do like this.
L U

Something like cOcd | l02-lo2

The particle 03 | 102 can be doubled up to show similarity.

P IA L 22 a0 oM tal-yoat sa2 lo2-lo2 |It's like Chinese or Japanese
: o LO\L jal-pan2 sa2 lo2-lo2 |word.

Qjo§mc\ecx30 beare3

R 3a3d ho2 l02-102 de2 lo2- Don't try to fool me by

lo2 mal-loat nearel |giving different excuses.

(doing like this and that.)
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Same o) | tu2

To be the same is stronger and more definite in showing similarity.

8&&;)@?] OOV de2 hnal-khul Those two items cost the
J L L
zay3 tu? deare2 same.
3‘>g05000005 a-yweare2 tu2 deare2 | They are the same size.
1L
mqanooooos a-yal-dtha2 They taste the same.
" tu2 deare2
HONO a-tu2-du2 beare3 They are the same.

Exactly like 3709363 | a-tine3

This word is a particle if comparing two nouns and postpositional marker
if used to show compliance. Comparison is subjective and not in terms of

exact number.

[o) \
oar)sm:?)co:?)o?éso

tha3 gal a-pfay?2
a-tine3 beare3

The son 1s exactly like
father.

o C

\
c[orazortsardol

pyau3 dearel a-tine3
loat ba2

Please do exactly as what |
say. (exact compliance)
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Almost / nearly &:ok | ni3-ba3

This word and another word for almost $:$: | n13-ni3 means the same. CTsz

| n13 means to be near or close by as in $s$sﬂso:ﬂsf>s | n13-n13 na3-na3 which
refers to the word vicinity.

(6)co

Wo
e
CH

q

o
J

-

—0
C,
00 o
&

de2 lu2 a-yut
chout pay2 ni3-ba3
shil deare?2

That man 1s almost 6 feet
tall.

a-yut = height

Near ¢2 | na3

As a noun, it means an ear. Another meaning for ¢ |na3 is a short

spoken form of 3242 | a-na3 meaning vicinity.

(o]
QO]

o O C
3?’)8@)3)9&7)
J J

de2 na3 hma?2
ain2-dtha2 shil 1a3

Is there a toilet around here?
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Exact amount o303 | til-del

() c?f)?]o%o%:’@ 1ay3 nag-yi2 til-del |It's exactly 4 O' clock.
shil byi2

(0)020:n 0303 dal-bate-tha2 til-del |It's exactly 1 Viss.

2 S shil deare2 (equivalent to 3.6 Ib or 1.6

e kg)

Note: 4 O' Clock and 1 Viss are taken as pronouns since they refer to the nouns "Yangon Time" and "Chicken".

One related word 1s this popular expression which means exact fit, exact
timing, or perfect execution of plan.

NS kwet-til beare3 Perfect!
(@)
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More than cood | htet

In the literary Myanmar language, this word is a conjunction that connects
two nouns in comparison where the second noun is more in degree than
the first. In spoken form, the first noun can be omitted if it is the subject

of the conversation.

SR&m BPR3&0ny |de2 hsine2 gal This shop is better than that
o L ho2 hsine2 htet shop.

Qe 1000 po2 koun3 deare?

NBE0H ho2 hsine2 htet (This shop is) better than

oL ) po2 koun3 deare2 that shop.

OcomMEINLd

This word 1s not for comparing two similar items. It is used to say
something or someone is over and exceeds a number that can be measured

such as weight, length, or height.

qd (B)eco

COQJS)(T)OS

a-yut chout pay?2
kjau2 deare2

He 1s over 6 feet.

a-yut = height

90 of 106 MENU




Approximately conod | lout

As a verb it means to be enough or sufficient. This word can also be used
for comparing two similar items as well as for rough estimation of

numbers.
20 de2 1u2 This man is not as fat as
o ' &S ho2 1u2 lout that man.

QROREOD mal-wal bu3

Cleloet wal = fat; plump.

200N od de2 lu2 This man is as fat as that
1L LU 1L

S ho2 1u2 lout man.

0o wal deare2

(9)8Ecanodco nga3 mine2 lout It's about 5 miles away.
oLS way3 deare?2

> way3 = be far
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Until 3»ad | a-htil

This postpositional marker comes right after the distance, time or place.

B6HBSHS cord

ain2 a-htil
lite pol pay3 ba2

Please accompany or take
me to my house. Please
come along with me till the
house (sometimes to help
deliver items.)

©$CRHN30 mun3-dal-lay3 (This bus) will go only until
” S a-htil beare3 Mandalay.
oEe thwa3 meare2
(5)#7q lay3 na2-yi2 a-htil ~ |We will work only till
oN ¢ beare3 loat meare2 |4 O' clock.
3)(1)0(‘\80@05

It can also be used as a conjunction to connect two verbs.

o \ O
om0E[Gs0330cd

cor&ooS

ka3 pyin2 pyi3
dearel a-htil
sounl meare?2

I will wait till car repair is
done.

tearel refers to the time that
repair is done.
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For 3000 |

a-twet

For someone or something is this word. As a postpositional marker, it
comes right after someone or something, not before like in English.

slrdcozmNd da2 gal a-pfay?2 This is for father.

° a-twet
gégg)m()s)o]o()s(mso min3 a-twet ba2 I bought this for you also.

S ° weare2 la2 khearel
o deare2
g?(ﬁ@% mal-net-pfyan2 What about for tomorrow?
a-twet gau3
:3000)05@0':0
O

For ¢ | ptol (bol)

If this word follows a person (noun or pronoun), it is a postpositional

marker meaning for someone in the same sense as in 3)0805 | a-twet.

3]@68830

da2 min3 bol

This is for you.
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If this word follows a verb, it is a particle that converts the verb to the
noun where the reference noun is for the purpose of something.

mc‘?‘(’gﬁoa\) ba2 loat pfol leare3 |What purpose?? (What 1s the
purpose of this thing?)
cosQ. pay3 bol This is the thing to give
: someone.
COI0, 0O pay3 bol No need to give. (The thing
mal-lo2 bu3 you are preparing to give 1s

not necessary.)

In longer phrases, it can also be used as a conjunction where in order to
achieve a particular result, an action is done (or urged.)

Desired result + 830 | pfol + Action + (should do).
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Dare to c\] | yeare3

The word c\] | yeare3 as a noun refers to police. As a verb, it means to be

brave and daring. It can appear after an another verb to say having the
courage to speak, do, go, etc..

eésooécwoo%ooés

N\
og)s (]C\T)S

min3
tal-yout-hteare3
thwa3 yeare3 a3

Do you dare to go alone?

Stay behind / left behind qo | yit

To be left behind or to stay behind.

cﬂsqéé nay?2 yit khearel Stay here (while we go).

f’engég%gquﬁs pike-hsun2 ate I think I left behind the
c\(o kjan2-yit khearel purse! (upon discovering

qoq& byi2 that it was missing.)
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Fully satisfied o | wal

As an adjective, it describes being fat or plump.

Smcovs de2 khal-lay3 a-tau2 |This child is so fat!

wal da2 beare3
HCOMOONO

It can be a verb to mean full stomach, to have a good night sleep, or to be
fully satisfied with whatever one does.

mgc{z)oo?]omg sa3 lol wal yearel | Are you full? Is your
la3 stomach filled?

ﬁ&cqgoﬁomg ate-yay3 wal yearel |Did you sleep well?
la3

Noicd vocoxo | gal-za3 lol mal-wal T am not done with playing.
Le I

thay3 bu3
:;%E)C(]ggoq)Lg ate-yay3 mal-wal I did not sleep well.
bu3
ogj,g@ wal thwa3 byi2 [ am full (or fully satisfied.)
o
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Each © | si2

This "each" word is for number of items that is received or given away. It
does not refer to people who do the giving or receiving.

OOCONDSOIO tal-yout Each person will get two
S St hnal-khul si2 each. (1 person + 2 items +
“° yal meare2 each + will get.)

Use C\IJLO%C(,S | lu2 dine3 if each and every person does something. (Refer

to Every 05¢: | dine3)

All oo | lone3

The word 37):(\1): | ah3-lone3 means "all", "everything". The second

syllable of this word C\L) | lone3 can be used as a suffix particle to mean

"entire" or "one whole" place, office, school, village, town, city, country,
etc..

97 of 106 MENU



mé[%.oC\:)S

tal-myol lone3

the whole town
(one + town + all)

ooég;c\:)s

tal-ywa2 lone3

the whole village
(one + village + all)

The word can also be applied to time duration in a similar way to mean
"all" day, week, month, year, etc..

ooéec?cﬁcf)s tal-mal-net lone3  |the whole morning

) (one + morning + all)
0)6&(\0)3 tal-nyal lone3 It's been raining all night.
0 ) oS mo3-ywa2
TP nay2 deare2

It can be used with numbers and measure words (numerical classifiers).

s @-88(\;)8

ka3 chout si3 lone3

all six cars. (cars + six +
numerical classifier + all)

o208 '\J-cunoSc\:)s

tha3 thone3 yout
lone3

all three sons. (sons + three
+ numerical classifier + all)
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A slight variation is the word ODC\:)S | sal-lone3 with the same meaning.

S_COJ)OS 0(\"83 nga3 yout sal-lone3 |All five people. (five +
numerical classifier + all)
?J-COJ)OS oc{eg nga3 yout sal-lone3 |Be sure to bring all five
D khau?2 khearel people.
cal3
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Earlier time m%am | dome3-gal
L

This is a time expression referring to the earlier time. It can be used in the
question as well as in the answer.

3)()50)%30’)(\3 beare2 dome3-gal When was that?
' leare3
m()sm%gmm&ng& beare2 dome3-gal ~ 'When (did he) come (and
: ° la2 thwa3 leare3 left)?
eqscﬁ(oo)?oﬁcc\noﬁ) mal-net Around /0 in the morning.
hseare2 na2-yi2
0P lout dome3-gal na2-yi2 = clock.
goosmc%gmcqmsc? beare2 dome3-gal  Since when did (you) come?
N - yout nay2 da2 leare3
oNnd

yout = arrive

nay2 = suffix: stay or
remain in the place.

da2 converts verb to noun
clause: "it's the case that".
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Since that time moo\oézm | gal-deare3-gal

Although the word o?c%zm | dome3-gal can be used to ask when

question, use this word to answer "since" the earlier time till now. It
stresses the fact that the stretch of waiting time, etc. is quite long.

91305(00)150%

mooésm

mal-net
hseare2 na2-yi2
gal-deare3-gal

Since /0 in the morning.

na2-yi2 = o'clock.

If the person asking the question has some idea that the time is quite long,

use this word.

oooSmooésm

ccpo%cc'sooon\)

beare?2
gal-deare3-gal
yout nay2 da2
leare3

Since when have you been
here?

yout = arrive
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Tone Reference Table

Ahl "a" in "art" with silent "rt"
Ah2 "ar" in "Argentina" with silent "r"
Ah3 "ar" in "Artist" with slilent "r"
Del "de" in "deep" with silent "p"
De2 "de" as 1n "demote"; "demand"
De3 "dee" as in "deer"; "decent"
Kol "colt" with silent "It"

Ko2 as in "co-author"; "cocaine"
Ko3 "cold" wit silent "1d"

Yul "u" in "Youth" with silent "th"
Yu2 "u" as in "university"; "utensil"
Yu3 "u" as in "user"; "Unix"

Shunl as in "shunt" with silent "t"
Shun2 "shun" as in "chandelier"
Shun3 as in "shun"

Aul as in "auction"

Au2 as in "Australia";"auditor"
Au3 as in "August"

May1 "maize" with silent "ze'

May?2 "may" as in "May I?"

May3 "ay" in "amazing"
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Sinl "sink" with silent "k"

Sin2 "sin" as in "sincerely"

Sin3 "sin" as in "sinful"; "Singapore"
Unl "aunt" with silent "t"

Un2 "un" in "understanding"; "untie"
Un3 "un" as in "under"

Mearel "melt" with silent "It"

Meare2 "mel" in "Melbourne" with silent "1"
Meare3 "mare" of "nightmare"

Tainl "taint" with silent "t"

Tain2 "tain" as in "Captain"

Tain3 "tain" as in "maintain"

Binel "Bryant" without "r"

Bine2 as in "carbine"

Bine3 as in "combine"

Domel as in "don't"

Dome?2 as in "domain"

Dome3 as in "dome"

Toonl "doont" in "couldn't"

Toon2 "mon" in "monastery"

Toon3 "oon" as in "cartoon"
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Kounl

"count" with silent "t"

Koun2 "coun" in "counter-strike"
Koun3 "coun" as in "counsel"

ate cake, jade, eight, paid, bake
et wet, set, mad, yet

oot cook, put, look

out out, south, mouse, doubt
ike/ite sight, pipe, night, dice, like
ut up, nut, sucks

oat oat, coat, goat, soak

1t it, pit, sit
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Revision History

2017-05-02

Original Release

vo)

2017-10-11

\N O °
Added 5 more words: § G, 00 09800 IR

with 22 new table rows. Pages increased from 92 to
102 with minor corrections and improvements.

2018-08-22

mqu | a-yin2 added. Romanization of "down2"

corrected to "doun2" to be consistent. q@mé 1S

corrected as post-positional marker. Minor
improvements in navigation, format and explanations
made. Pages increased from 102 to 105.

. . . (2
Fixed a minor color coding error psocus

2019-08-31

Improvements in Romanization are made to be closer to the
spoken words and also to code the sliding short words better.
Previously 'yahl', and 'gahl' with extra 'h' were used to
differentiate from sliding 'yal' and 'gal'. The dash symbol '-'
is now used to represent the sliding short tones and extra 'h' is

removed. Words like @C\?:yl?z 1s now written as 'mal-lo2 bu3'
with dash symbol instead of 'mal 102 bu3'. Non-sliding

words like vo 1s now written as 'mal zal' without the need

for extra 'h' like 'mahl za'. Words like o?ogoooeol 1S now
closer to spoken sound 'hote da2 baul' instead of 'hote ta2
paul'. Options are given for words like (oLg as either 'pfol' or

'bol'. Improvements are reflected in full-fledged Myanmar
English Dictionary now available on the website.
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