
Burmese 1,2,3  ♫ Tone System with Script

Tone Reference Table wi th  s imi lar  sounding Engl ish words

u ka1 as in cart with silent "rt"

um ka2 as in cartoon

um; ka3 as in America

ud ki1 (or) ke1 as in keep with silent "p"

uD ki2 (or) ke2 as in kilometer

uD; ki3 (or) ke3 as in key

udk h ko1 as in colt with silent "lt"

udk ko2 as in the first "co" of cocoa

udk; ko3 as in the last "co" of cocoa

uk ku1 as in uncouth with silent "th"

ul ku2 as in Kuwait

ul; ku3 as in coup or cool with silent "l"
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uef h kun1 (or) kan1 as in British Can't with silent "t"

uef /  uH /   urf kun2 (or) kan2 as in Cambodia with silent "m"

uef; /  urf; kun3 (or) kan3 as in cunning

aum h kau1 as in caustic

aumf kau2 as in cauliflower

aum kau3 as in caution

auh kay1 as in cave with silent "ve"

au kay2 as in canine, i.e, "K9"

au; kay3 as in decay

uif h kin1 as in kink with silent "k"

uif kin2 as in pumpkin

uif; kin3 as in kinship
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uJ h /  u,f h keare1 as in caffeine with silent "f"

u,f keare2 as in California

uJ keare3 as in care

udef h / udrf h kain1 kaint that rhymes with saint

udef / udrf kain2 kain that rhymes with Captain

udef; / udfrf; kain3 as in cane

udkif h kine1 as in kind with silent "d"

udkif kine2 as in kinetic

udkif; kine3 kine that rhymes with pine

ukef h kome1 (or) kone1 as in comb with silent "mb"

ukef / uHk kome2 (or) kone2 as in Yangon

ukef; / ukH; kome3 (or) kone3 as in cone
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uGef h koon1 coont that rhymes with couldn't

uGef koon2 koon that rhymes with Nippon

uGef; / uGrf; koon3 as in racoon

aumif h koun1 as in count with silent "t"

aumif koun2 as in counter-strike

aumif; koun3 as in counseling

udwf / udyf / udpP kate as in cake with silent "ke"

uuf ket as in cat with silent "t"

uGwf / uGyf koot as in cook with silent "k"

aumuf kout as in couch with silent "ch"

udkuf kite as in kite with silent "t"

uwf / uyf kut / kup as in cup with silent "p"

ukwf / ukyf koat as in coat with silent "t"

upf Kit as in kit with silent "t"
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Tone Reference Table (Summary)

1 2 3 Vowels & Tones

u um um; Ka1, Ka2, Ka3

ud uD uD; Ki1, Ki2, Ki3

uk ul ul; Ku1, Ku2, Ku3

udk h udk udk; Ko1, Ko2, Ko3

au h au au; Kay1, Kay2, Kay3

aum h aumf aum Kau1, Kau2, Kau3

uef h uef uef; Kun1, Kun2, Kun3

uifh uif uif; Kin1, Kin2, Kin3

u,f h u,f uJ Keare1, Keare2, Keare3

udef h udef udef; Kain1, Kain2, Kain3

ukef h ukef ukef; Kone1, Kone2, Kone3

udkif h udkif udkif; Kine1, Kine2, Kine3

uGef h uGef uGef; Koon1, Koon2, Koon3

aumifh aumif aumif; Koun1, Koun2, Koun3
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Revision History
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