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ligester whose temperature can be controlled.
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The techniques for exploiting the resources are very simple i, Princip|g
and are analogous to the well-established techniques for eXtracting ()ill‘
and gas. One or more boreholes are drilled into the reservoir. the hot fly,; 4
flows or is pumped to the surface and it is then used in conventiona stgq;,
turbines or heating equipment. Typically, geothermal wellg are drilled ¢
depths from 700 to 3000 m.

Obviously, electricity is a more valuable and versatile end-product {]
water, so most attention tends to be focused on those resources capable of
supporting power generation, i.e. hot enough to make electricity generatio,
economic. By 2010 world electrical power-generating capacity frop;
geothermal resources had reached 10.7 gigawatts electrical (10.7 GW), 5
small but significant contribution to energy needs in some areas (Table 9.1),
It will be seen also that a further 11 countries intend to have geothermal

generation plant in service by 2015, with total world capacity forecast tq
increase to 18.5 GW,.
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