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an organization having a particular purpose, especially one that is involved with science,

education, or a specific profession.
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Original Information in English

All mainstream universities (and, note, I emphasise the word 'university' for this scenario,
and am not interested in Colleges etc) in the world have some form of legal authority to grant
degrees. This authority ranges from:

1) Royal Charter

2) Act of Parliament

3) Accreditation (National & RA)

4) Ministry of Education Accreditation

5) State Licensing/ Authority

6) Any other international forms I have missed, I apologise but please add in.

All of the above involves some form of review/ assessment by an external body. This external
body and process is designed to assess the capacity of the applicant and ensure that it has the
minimum requirements in a range of areas ranging from physical to human resources in
order to confer the range of degrees it is seeking to deliver.

If the entity meets the requisite standards, set at that particular point in time, then it is
conferred authority, whether it be perpetual autonomy, or a set period of time, to confer
degrees. At the same time, the entity can also be conferred the authority to use the word
"University', which is the approach in the Commonwealth, Europe etc but not in the USA,
where the word is not controlled in legislation. This is called, in a broad sense, accreditation
and not quality assurance. Quality assurance is the ongoing maintenance of standards, which
the entity promises to comply with, and even improving and refining these standards, as it
operates as a higher education institution.

It is now suggested that there is another form of legal authority to grant degrees. This
allegedly comes in the form of Company Incorporation whereby an organisation incorporates
itself as a legal entity using the word "university' in its business name. The authority to grant
degrees is derived from the company’s articles of incorporation, spelling out its own
empowerment to confer degrees. The Directors of the company generally draft these articles.
This form of incorporation generally occurs in jurisdictions where the word 'university' is not
controlled under the Business Names Act, or similar legislation. If it were controlled under
legislation, then the above 'accreditation’ steps would have to be followed.

So, we now have organisations referring to themselves as 'self-validating' or 'autonomous
institutions', essentially claiming the same level of legal authority to grant degrees as those
that have gone through the above mainstream processes. Examples of institutions using this
legal structure are Knightsbridge University, Warnborough University, Earlscroft University
etc. etc.

I would be interested in the members view as to this legal position re-approval to grant
degrees. Is it acceptable for a university to incorporate itself, empower itself to confer
degrees, and undergo no external assessment/benchmarking etc? I emphasise again - I am
not interested in the quality assurance frameworks - I am interested in the legal authority to
grant degrees.
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