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Safe Work Australia is a national policy body responsible for the development and

evaluation of the model WHS laws (/glossary#model-whs-laws)  (the model laws), which are

comprised of:

model WHS Act (/doc/model-work-health-and-safety-act)
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The model laws have been developed for implementation by all jurisdictions (that is the

Commonwealth, states and territories), however they do not apply in a jurisdiction unless

the jurisdiction has separately taken action to implement the laws as their own WHS laws.

The model laws have been implemented in all jurisdictions except Victoria.

Each jurisdiction has a WHS regulator that:

enforces WHS laws

inspects workplaces

gives advice.

Supporting information

WHS Regulators’ contact information (/law-and-regulation/whs-regulators-and-

workers-compensation-authorities-contact-information)

The role of WHS regulators (/law-and-regulation/whs-regulators-and-workers-

compensation-authorities-contact-information/role-whs-regulators)

Further advice

SWA is not a regulator and cannot advise you about WHS issues in the workplace. If you

need help please contact your state or territory work health and safety authority

(/node/3657).

We develop national policy
relating to WHS and
workers' compensation.

Who we are (/about-us/who-we-are-

and-what-we-do)

The Commonwealth, states and
territories regulate and enforce
WHS laws.

Find your Regulator (/node/3657)

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/law-and-regulation/whs-regulators-and-workers-compensation-authorities-contact-information
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/law-and-regulation/whs-regulators-and-workers-compensation-authorities-contact-information/role-whs-regulators
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/node/3657
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/who-we-are-and-what-we-do
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/node/3657


02/07/2022, 03:08 Law and regulation | Safe Work Australia

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/law-and-regulation 3/4

About us

Careers

Access to information

Media centre

Contact us (/contact-us)

Subscribe (/subscribe)

Corporate publications and resources (/about-us/corporate-publications-and-resources)

Our Members (/about-us/our-members)

Our Agency (/about-us/our-agency)

Who we are and what we do (/about-us/who-we-are-and-what-we-do)

Who we work with (/about-us/who-we-work)

Applying for a job  (/careers/applying-job)

Current vacancies (/careers/current-vacancies)

Eligibility requirements  (/careers/eligibility-requirements)

Graduate program (/careers/graduate-program)

Temporary register (/careers/temporary-register)

What we offer (/careers/what-we-offer)

Working at Safe Work Australia (/careers/working-safe-work-australia)

Budget (/access-information/budget)

Contracts (/access-information/contracts)

Disclosure Log (/access-information/freedom-information/disclosure-log)

Engage(https://engage.swa.gov.au/)

Freedom of information (/access-information/freedom-information)

Gifts and benefits register (/access-information/gifts-and-benefits-register)

Harradine report (/access-information/harradine-report)

Public interest disclosure act (/access-information/public-interest-disclosure)

Procurement complaints (/access-information/procurement-complaints)

Public consultations (/access-information/public-consultations)

Campaigns (/media-centre/campaigns)

Media releases (/media-centre/media-releases)

News (/media-centre/news)

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/media-centre
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/contact-us
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/subscribe
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/corporate-publications-and-resources
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/our-members
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/our-agency
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/who-we-are-and-what-we-do
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/who-we-work
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/applying-job
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/current-vacancies
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/eligibility-requirements
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/graduate-program
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/temporary-register
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/what-we-offer
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/working-safe-work-australia
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/budget
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/contracts
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/freedom-information/disclosure-log
https://engage.swa.gov.au/
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/freedom-information
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/gifts-and-benefits-register
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/harradine-report
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/public-interest-disclosure
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/procurement-complaints
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/public-consultations
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/media-centre/campaigns
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/media-centre/news


02/07/2022, 03:08 Law and regulation | Safe Work Australia

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/law-and-regulation 4/4

     

Acknowledgement of country

Safe Work Australia acknowledges the traditional owners and custodians of country throughout

Australia and acknowledges their continuing connection to land, waters and community. We pay

our respects to the people, the cultures and the elders past, present and emerging.

Read about our RAP (/safe-work-australia-reflect-reconciliation-action-plan-

2020-2021)
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