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The following is public opinion survey result for  founding  tertiary vocational institutions in Niue. The survey was conducted by Alicia Hipa  Year 13 IT student who has won the First IT prize.under supervision of Kyaw Naing- UNV IT Teacher. The survey process involves interviews with Niue public, students, parents, local business owners and industries.

Tertiary Vocational Training in the past  from collection
In the past Niue did not have any local tertiary vocational Institution.  They had a similar programme though at the Public Works Department – on class- that catered for courses such as mechanics, electricians and etc. But over the years this was sadly closed down as more and more students were leaving overseas and less were attending this PWD class.  In my view, this was a great mistake as it could have built up better over the years and now at this present time we would have a tertiary of our own. 

In the past Niue did however develop a Primary and High School. Over the many years we have built up the standard of these schools to suit every pupil.  Niue High School use to finish at form five (as it was referred to in those days) and then students would leave for further studies overseas to places like Solomon Islands, New Zealand etc.   Years later, Niue introduced 6 form which gave students a better chance of getting higher qualifications. 

In this present time, Year 13 (form 7) has been introduced to the people of Niue this year 2004. We have also built a new institute the “University of the South Pacific” (USP).  This has been a big step for Niue offering further education to students not going for further studies in New Zealand.  But again there is still no institute offered to students to study in fields such as mechanics, carpentry and etc.  

We at this present time should use our IT skills to go out and search information regarding people’s view on establishing a Tertiary Educational Education here on Niue.  With all the information gathered we can give a proposal to the Government and start working and looking for money and slowly build a institution that will benefit the people of Niue.  Projects like this, organizations such as UNDP (United Nations Development Project) help develop countries, so we can go through then for help and assistance.

Opinions from the Niuean people are very important.  Therefore if you have an opinion on whether Niue should establish a Tertiary institute please click on the “Opinions” icon and give us your views.  

Summary of Supportive Views

· Provides an opportunity for further development and pursue academic aspirations.
· Good step for Niue to improve and develop education for the upcoming generation.

· Benefit those who aren't good in academics but good at practical work.

· Keep students on the island as a high rate of them go and study overseas and do not return.

· Great so students wont leave home to go for further studies.  Less money for the government to spend on sending students overseas. 

· Good experience and also to promote our educational system.

· Not wasting Government money paying for students to go overseas. 

· Close and easier access to.

· Excellent as it will give students, drop-outs etc a place to go. 

· It will help a lot of students in their academic studies. 

· Great idea but depends on the island, the government and the money.

· Helpful with academic studies.

· Give second chances for drop-outs and to have courses students want to take.

· It would be a hug benefit to Niuean students who want to further their education here on the island, this being a benefit to the island because so many people/ students are leaving to find better education – which Niue does not have.

· Great. Not having to leave home to get further education but it also depends if Niue can provide all the resources that we need for our courses.  

· Good because then students will  be able to establish more into what they are thinking of pursuing. 

· Great because it would give some or more options for other to complete their goals in life it provides the essential needs.  

· Always good to experience something new. 

· Great having a place where students can turn to after High School. 

· 3 students have no comment. 

Views by the parents 

· That aint a bad idea especially for those who prefers to stay on the island and still further their studies. 
To assist with children to help development particular skills, stressing to application of skill, stressing the practical elements of all or any educational area.  
It would be beneficial, as the students could be attached also to the local industry as work experience,  And under the keen guidance of the parents.  
Great idea provided Government have the funds and the support.  
To have one here in Niue for our children, providing good courses and a more advanced facility for our children to accomplish their goals. 
This should have established a long time ago to facilitate unfortunate students entering high level of education.  

· Good but depends on interest of a child.
As a parent, I have experienced the problems that you students have faced in trying to cope with your studies e.g.. The unavailability and to have access to most of the training materials.  This is when the NCEA was introduced and Government decided to pursue as from Level 1 to Level 3 for your education regardless.  I leave it entirely to the students.  
Courses opted by the students

TRADE COURSES/ ENGINEERING   
 = 27
 MUSIC


       
             = 17

  DRAMA/ DANCING

        
 = 12

  SPORTS


                         =  4

  SEX EDUCATION

       
             =  2

  BEAUTICIAN

        
             =   2

  INTERIOR DECORATOR/FINE ARTS      =   4

  ACCOUNTING

        
             =   1

  CHEF/ HOSPITALITY
        
             =   5

  VET/ MEDICINE/ PHYSCOLOGY       
 =   6

Courses Opted by the parents

· SPORTS



= 2

· DRAMA/ DANCING

= 1

· MARTIAL ARTS


= 1

· TRADE COURSES

= 6

· BUSINESS/ TOURISM

= 2

· PARKS & RECREATION

= 1

· IT (software & hardware)

= 1

· MUSIC



= 1

· CHEF/ HOSPITALITY

= 1

· MEDICINE


           = 1

· TEACHERS TRAINING

= 1

· MEDIA & COMMUNICATION
= 1

· HISTORY OF NIUE

= 1

AGRICULTURE


= 1
Locations of the institute  opted by the public

Locations of the courses opted by the students

ALOFI – USP AND NHS

= 36%
  OUT OF ALOFI


= 32%

  FONUAKULA


= 19%

  NO SUGGESTIONS

= 13%

Location Opted by the parents

ALOFI – (between USP and NHS)     

= 64%
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (PWD) 
= 18%

AWAY FROM ALOFI


           = 18%

Location of the institute opted by the businesses

WHERE THE GOVT. HAS LAND
       = 10%
  ALOFI (USP & NHS)

       = 70%

  OUTSIDE OF ALOFI

       = 10%

  PWD


      
                   = 10%
Work skills preferred by local businesses
Table 1                 for column 4 please see  table 1 a


Table 1 a


Opinion of local trade people

· I believe it is a good idea. Because it stands to better educate and prepare our young people to enter the work force locally or abroad. 
· Good opportunity for some of our local trades people to do refresher course and also for the young practical students who could not meet further training overseas. 

· Beneficial and perhaps an opportunity for anyone interested in training further to develop skills to a higher level of competency.

· It will be good for Niue.

· Great idea so students can stay in the country.  New Zealand and Australia Aid stays in Niue.

· Well it’s a great thing to have for skill trade people needed to properly tutor up and coming students or tradesmen plus will save the government and even keep the population.

Courses opted by the businesses

For column 4 please see Table 2 a


Table 2 a


There are some opposite view to found tertiary vocational institutes in Niue.

Summary of Opposite views
· No good.  Very low population, lack of resources and man power  (qualified teachers.)
· Prevent me from going overseas.

· Niue is just too small for this type of thing and it would cost heaps to establish here on Niue.

· Niues too small and not ready for that kind of thing. 

· Niue already has one- The university of the South Pacific. 

· Not at the moment as I believe the USP and correspondence studies will cater for our present needs.
· Not the best, require overseas training to be internationally qualified operators and for safety requirements to hand in hand with the world. 

· Not the right time to set up another training institute, costly to set up, small population,  past experiences has proven it is very hard, cant support local training due to limited resources. 

· Survey should be done on how successful USP is:- total enrolment to date, how many finish their courses – drop outs etc.
Conclusion

Most of Niuean people and students want tertiary vocational training in Niue so long as NZODA aids and Aust AID aids continue to flow in to Niue. Especially local businesses and trade sector welcome the idea to build tertiary vocational institutes in Niue.
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DEPARTMENT





COURSES TO BE TRAINED





TECHNICAL SKILL IN WORKPLACE





WHY IT IS IMPORTANT.





FIRE  RESCUE





Maths


Physics


Communication





Live fire training and safety


Dangerous goods handling


Decontamination control and handling





The skills given would better equip workers mentally and physically to provide better safety for the public that travel, for the public that work the monthly ship and tourists that visit.





WATER SUPPLY DIVISION (PWD)





Maths 


Physics


Hydraulic


Basic plumbing


Water engineering 





Management Skills


Practical Skills





 Management in engineering, Cateoratory in Water quality monitoring, Hydraulic Engineering applying.


 Welding- Arc and Gas, data entering, work with power tools and measure.





QUARRY





Management


Occupational safety





Machine handling skills





A thorough knowledge of safety regulations and the ability to convey to others the need to observe the safety regulations. 





NIUE TIMBER AND MILLING LOCAL TIMBER





 Tradesmen 





 Saw Doctor





No comment
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COURSES TO BE TRAINED





TECHNICAL SKILL IN WORKPLACE





WHY IT IS IMPORTANT.





WASHAWAY CAFÉ


FISHAWAY CHARTERS


LIMESTONE MOTARS





   Hospitality


   Industry


  Trade courses





-





-





NIUE WOODCRAFT





  Machinist


  Drawing/ Planning


  Trade courses





(as mentioned in courses)





In this trade, everything is important as technology changes every 3 or 4 years. 





PETA PAINTS





  Accounting


  Economics


  Business Courses


  Marketing





-





-





PWD OUTSIDE SERVICES SUPERVISOR





  Safety courses





-





-





NIUE POWER CORPORATION





-





  Mechanical Engineering


  Electrical engineering





To ensure/ enable proper maintenance and undergo preventive maintenance of power generation plant. 





C’s SHOP





-





-





-
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