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IT Training at Niue High School (school level e-learning component of ICT 4D)

IT Department of Niue High School is teaching Year 7 to 13 IT classes: IT Curriculums are based on New Zealand Qualification Authority’s National Certificate for Educational Achievement Standards.

Both Unit Standards that provide technological skill, performance element, methods in IT

and Achievement Standards that provide Information Research Skill, Information retrieving Skill, Information Editing Skill , presentation skill, accessing and selecting a wide range of relevant information from different media, and effective processing information into given format for the intended purpose and audience are being taught by IT department to High School students in Niue.

	IT Department guides the students to acquire the NCEA standard of prioritizing key factors explaining their implications and interactions in formulating a brief to address an issue  and justify  the prioritization ,  to develop , review and revise a plan to assist project

	

	The followings are some of computer curriculum currently being taught at IT Department

	

	Application Softwares

Flatfile database, Word Processing, Text and Information Management, Draw, Desktop publishing, Web Page Design by using MS Office, Window Draw, Publisher, Photoshop, Paint shop, Pagemaker, AutoCAD Web Development tool, Animation tools 

	Basic Computer Science & Hardwares

Basic Computer science, Computer Construction , Hardware , software and operation System, Application Programs in accordance with NCEA guidelines, Operate a Personal 

	Computer System, Computer Component subjects

	


The Situation of Computer Hardware and Software at Niue High School
At the currently situation, there are total of 26 computers running at the IT department. The following is the comparison of computers and associated equipments in Computer Lab 2 during and after term one 2004. But there are set back factors for ICT Development such as cyclone and power surge that can damage IT equipments. IT Department has the plan to repair and maintain IT components of the school.

Situation of Computer Software 

The following new software were installed and being taught to students

	Auto CAD 2000
	Technical Drawing
	7 computers

	Adobe Photo Shop
	Graphic Design
	7 computers

	Adobe Page Maker
	Desktop Publishing
	7 computers

	JSC Animator Software
	Web Design
	7 computers

	Micrographic Window Draw
	Web Design & Brochure Design
	10 computers


IT department possesses Nero CD Burner and appropriate computers exist. But it needs CD Writers. The new computers in internet room are installed with CD writers. If the CD writer program is installed in these computers, CD writing service can also be provided. The department has acquired teaching resources to provide appropriate version of Unit and Achievement standards of New Zealand Education system at the current time.

Academic Performance of Niuean Students in Information & Communication Technology subject

Referring National Qualification Framework statistics 2003 for Overseas- Niue High School provided by New Zealand Qualification Authority, the following academic results have been achieved by Niuean students in ICT subjects.

	ICT Subject Area
	Total Results
	Not Achieved 

% of Niue High School
	Achieved % of Niue High School
	The Whole New Zealand

%

	Business Information Processing
	14
	0.0
	100.0
	

	Generic Computing
	109
	11.0
	89.0
	

	Text and Information Management -Generic
	46
	0.0
	100.0
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Text & Information Management
	
	
	
	

	12883 Enter and management for generic text and information management
	9
	0.0
	100.0
	87.8

	90030 Enter text from provided material and by direct entry composition
	9
	0.0
	92.6
	92.6

	90031 Use standard operating and file management procedures
	10
	0.0
	100.0
	95.6

	90032 Access and process information from different media
	9
	0.0
	100.0
	78.0

	90033 Apply a decision making model to produce a solution from a given brief
	9
	0.0
	100.0
	75.1

	2792 Produce computer graphic material using templates
	9
	0.0
	100.0
	92.9

	18734 Create a web homepage using a templates
	9
	0.0
	100.0
	88.5

	18743 Produce and use a spread sheet
	9
	0.0
	100.0
	84.1

	2780 Operate and maintain a personal computer system
	10
	0.0
	100.0
	85.1

	2781 Manage computer data
	10
	50.0
	50.0
	84.4

	2782 Use personal computer operating systems
	11
	0.0
	100.0
	88.4

	2784 Produce and use computer spreadsheets using base functions 
	6
	0.0
	100.0
	83.3

	2786 Create and use a simple computer flatfile database to solve a problem
	11
	27.3
	72.7
	82.9

	2788 Produce desktop published documents using base functions
	11
	0.0
	100.0
	84.8

	2791  Integrate spreadsheet and database data into a word processed document to solve a problem
	4
	0.0
	100.0
	82.6


According to above results, it can say that IT capabilities of Niuean students at the current time is not poorer than the students in New Zealand. But due to limited information sources and resources , the study area requiring material knowledge is required to be improved. As such is highlighted by the following result

	Design –Graphic Communication Subject Area
	Total Results
	Not Achieved 

% of Niue High School
	Achieved % of Niue High School
	The Whole New Zealand

%

	90324 Design and present a solution for an engineering or technological brief
	4
	50.0
	50.0
	75.0


Niuean students possess capability and capacity to acquire higher level ICT courses that are being taught in New Zealand. But lack of tertiary vocational or technical training causes disadvantage to Niuean students to acquire vocational skills beyond basic school education.According to UNDP Publication- “Sustainable Human Development Situation Analysis 2002 “ regarding Curriculum – Academic & Vocational(Page 41)- “a schooling experience which results in only 1 in 6 pupils being able to proceed to further learning  has been extensively debated over the years without resolution”

Future Potential to conduct Technical & Vocational Courses in Niue (Manpower Training)

The writer believes hat Business Plan for Niue can not omit local manpower training to build and develop Niue. At the current situation, Food , Nutrition , Textile, Craft, Wood Technology, Welding and Machining proficiency are being provided to Niuean students at school level in accordance with New Zealand standard. There is potential to provide tertiary vocational level Business & Communication study, Basic Engineering Pre-Apprenticeship courses, Electrical,Computer Aided Drafting courses. The author can compare Niuean situation with Kiribati and Samoa. In the early years of 1990s, the students from those counties can only attend Fiji Institute of Technology situated in Suva, Fiji. Now those countries has already founded local technical institutes such as Tarawa Technical Institute, Samoa Polytechnics etc. By planning and implementing a strategy, tertiary level vocational and technical training can also be conducted to Niuean students. 

Future IT Educational Development in School Education of Niue

The following resources are brought to Niue IT Department by UNV IT Teacher and can also provide Hardware, Software, Engineering Designs training to other government staffs  during school break times to support e-learning components of ICT 4D project (UNDP).

	Resources
	Training that can be conducted
	Intended for

	AutoCAD 2000

software
	Computer Aided Drafting
	People from construction, Engineering

Students who wish to pursue career in engineering after Year 13

	Programmable Logic Controller

software
	Computer Aided Control
	People from Engineering & factory

Students who wish to pursue career in engineering after Year 13

	MCSE Training Resources CD
	Software & Hardware Training
	Students who wish to pursue career in IT after Year 13 

	Web Pages Development Resources
	Web design training
	Students who wish to pursue career in IT after Year 13

	References notes in CD for Building service, Construction & Engineering
	Technical Reference
	Technical Reference


Conclusion

UNDP Business Plan for Niue should also emphasize in providing post secondary level vocational & technical training as human resources development is also virtual for development of a nation.
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