Industrial noise

The EPA sets noise limits in environment protection licences for industrial premises to maintain and encourage ecologically sustainable development while safeguarding human health and the environment.

By using research, the most effective technologies and techniques, and its powers under NSW legislation, the EPA

· provides a consistent, transparent framework and process for setting noise limits in environment protection licences

· guides industry on best practice measures to prevent and minimise noise

· encourages and rewards innovative strategies to reduce noise pollution

The EPA manages industrial noise in NSW through 

·  the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997, its regulations and Environment Protection Licences

· the Noise Policy for Industry (2017), which sets assessment noise levels, provides methods to measure and reduce noise levels, and is the recommended guideline for assessing noise from new developments and some existing developments

· the NSW Industrial Noise Policy, which was introduced in 2000 but is still used when managing some existing developments and premises

· learn about when the NSW Industrial Noise Policy (2000) and the Noise Policy for Industry (2017) apply in the EPA’s Implementation and transitional arrangements.

· the Interim construction guideline, which advises on work practices to better manage construction noise, including from industrial developments.

· Assessing vibration which presents preferred and maximum vibration values that should not be exceeded, and recommends effective measurement and evaluation techniques, including for industrial premises.

Find out more about the EPA’s powers to enforce noise controls.

Protecting the hearing and health of workers
Answer: For hunters, carpenters and industrial workers, cost-effective hearing protection solutions largely have been limited to foam earplugs and earmuffs. But, in the past few years, new digital hearing protection devices have emerged, providing better hearing protection, more comfort and increased flexibility in terms of style and cost. A major appeal for new digital hearing protection devices is their exceptionally small size. Instant-fit and custom-fit hearing protection products don’t physically interfere and often provide greater comfort for all-day use. This especially is true for people who opt for custom-fit options, because the product is molded uniquely to their ears.

When it comes to technology, these devices surpass earmuffs in terms of protection, overall use and enjoyment. Hearing damage can occur with exposure to sounds 90 dB and higher in less than two hours. Gunshots average 140 dB and can cause instantaneous hearing loss when ears are left unprotected. Employees working in industrial environments, using a jackhammer or chainsaw, typically are exposed to sounds around 115 dB to 125 dB, which can cause hearing loss in less than 30 seconds, according to NIOSH. Digital hearing protection products deliver effective noise reduction when exposed to dangerous sounds and, in some models, provide superior environmental monitoring when noise levels are safe. This duality plays into the overall superior use and enjoyment when compared with earmuffs, as it allows workers to be able to converse and hear important sounds.

Beyond using hearing protection when exposed to dangerous noise levels, the best way to preserve hearing health is to add annual hearing tests to your routine physical. Hearing loss can progress gradually as a result of a multitude of causes, including aging, genetics and illness, but annual testing can help you be proactive by avoiding many of the serious consequences hearing loss can cause over time.

