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Codes of Practice

Model Codes of Practice are practical guides to achieving the standards of health and

safety required under the model WHS Act and Regulations.
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Model Codes of Practice are practical guides to achieving the standards of health and safety

required under the model WHS Act (/glossary#model-whs-act)  and Regulations.

To have legal effect in a jurisdiction, a model Code of Practice (/glossary#code-of-practice)

must be approved as a code of practice there. To determine if a model Code of Practice has

been approved in a particular jurisdiction, check with your local WHS regulator (/law-and-

regulation/whs-regulators-and-workers-compensation-authorities-contact-information).
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An approved code of practice applies to anyone who has a duty of care in the

circumstances described in the code. In most cases, following an approved code of practice

would achieve compliance with the health and safety duties in a jurisdiction’s WHS Act and

Regulations.

Like regulations, codes of practice deal with particular issues and do not cover all hazards

(/glossary#hazards)  or risks (/glossary#risks)  that may arise. Health and safety duties

require you to consider all risks associated with work, not only those risks that regulations

and codes of practice exist for.

While approved codes of practice are not law, they are admissible in court proceedings.

Courts may regard an approved code of practice as evidence of what is known about a

hazard, risk or control and may rely on the relevant code to determine what is reasonably

practicable in the circumstances.

Model Codes of Practice:

Abrasive blasting (/doc/model-code-practice-abrasive-blasting)

Confined spaces (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-confined-spaces)

Construction work (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-construction-

work)

Demolition work (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-demolition-work)

Excavation work (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-excavation-work)

First aid in the workplace (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-first-aid-

workplace)

Hazardous manual tasks (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-hazardous-

manual-tasks)

How to manage and control asbestos in the workplace (/doc/model-codes-

practice/model-code-practice-how-manage-and-control-asbestos-workplace)

How to manage work health and safety risks (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-

practice-how-manage-work-health-and-safety-risks)

How to safely remove asbestos (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-how-

safely-remove-asbestos)

Labelling of workplace hazardous chemicals (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-

practice-labelling-workplace-hazardous-chemicals)

Managing electrical risks in the workplace (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-

practice-managing-electrical-risks-workplace)

Managing noise and preventing hearing loss at work (/doc/model-code-practice-

managing-noise-and-preventing-hearing-loss-work)

Managing risks in stevedoring (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-

managing-risks-stevedoring)

Managing risks of hazardous chemicals in the workplace (/doc/model-code-practice-

managing-risks-hazardous-chemicals-workplace)

Managing risks of plant in the workplace (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-

practice-managing-risks-plant-workplace)
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Managing the risk of falls at workplaces (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-

practice-managing-risk-falls-workplaces)

Managing the risk of falls in housing construction (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-

code-practice-managing-risk-falls-housing-construction)

Managing the risks of respirable crystalline silica from engineered stone in the

workplace (/doc/model-code-practice-managing-risks-respirable-crystalline-silica-

engineered-stone-workplace)

Managing the work environment and facilities (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-

code-practice-managing-work-environment-and-facilities)

Preparation of safety data sheets for hazardous chemicals (/doc/model-codes-

practice/model-code-practice-preparation-safety-data-sheets-hazardous-chemicals)

Safe design of structures (/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-safe-

design-structures)

Spray painting and powder coating (/doc/model-code-practice-spray-painting-and-

powder-coating)

Welding processes (/doc/model-code-practice-welding-processes)

Work health and safety consultation, cooperation and coordination (/doc/model-code-

practice-work-health-and-safety-consultation-cooperation-and-coordination)

Further advice

SWA is not a regulator and cannot advise you about WHS issues in the workplace. If you

need help please contact your state or territory work health and safety authority

(/node/3657).

We develop national policy
relating to WHS and
workers' compensation.

Who we are (/about-us/who-we-are-

and-what-we-do)

The Commonwealth, states and
territories regulate and enforce
WHS laws.

Find your Regulator (/node/3657)

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-managing-risk-falls-workplaces
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-managing-risk-falls-housing-construction
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/model-code-practice-managing-risks-respirable-crystalline-silica-engineered-stone-workplace
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-managing-work-environment-and-facilities
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-preparation-safety-data-sheets-hazardous-chemicals
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/model-codes-practice/model-code-practice-safe-design-structures
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/model-code-practice-spray-painting-and-powder-coating
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/model-code-practice-welding-processes
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/model-code-practice-work-health-and-safety-consultation-cooperation-and-coordination
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/node/3657
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/who-we-are-and-what-we-do
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/node/3657


02/07/2022, 01:10 Codes of Practice | Safe Work Australia

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/law-and-regulation/codes-practice 4/5

About us

Careers

Access to information

Media centre

Contact us (/contact-us)

Subscribe (/subscribe)

Corporate publications and resources (/about-us/corporate-publications-and-resources)

Our Members (/about-us/our-members)

Our Agency (/about-us/our-agency)

Who we are and what we do (/about-us/who-we-are-and-what-we-do)

Who we work with (/about-us/who-we-work)

Applying for a job  (/careers/applying-job)

Current vacancies (/careers/current-vacancies)

Eligibility requirements  (/careers/eligibility-requirements)

Graduate program (/careers/graduate-program)

Temporary register (/careers/temporary-register)

What we offer (/careers/what-we-offer)

Working at Safe Work Australia (/careers/working-safe-work-australia)

Budget (/access-information/budget)

Contracts (/access-information/contracts)

Disclosure Log (/access-information/freedom-information/disclosure-log)

Engage(https://engage.swa.gov.au/)

Freedom of information (/access-information/freedom-information)

Gifts and benefits register (/access-information/gifts-and-benefits-register)

Harradine report (/access-information/harradine-report)

Public interest disclosure act (/access-information/public-interest-disclosure)

Procurement complaints (/access-information/procurement-complaints)

Public consultations (/access-information/public-consultations)

Campaigns (/media-centre/campaigns)

Media releases (/media-centre/media-releases)

News (/media-centre/news)

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/media-centre
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/contact-us
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/subscribe
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/corporate-publications-and-resources
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/our-members
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/our-agency
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/who-we-are-and-what-we-do
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/about-us/who-we-work
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/applying-job
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/current-vacancies
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/eligibility-requirements
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/graduate-program
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/temporary-register
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/what-we-offer
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/careers/working-safe-work-australia
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/budget
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/contracts
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/freedom-information/disclosure-log
https://engage.swa.gov.au/
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/freedom-information
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/gifts-and-benefits-register
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/harradine-report
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/public-interest-disclosure
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/procurement-complaints
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/access-information/public-consultations
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/media-centre/campaigns
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/media-centre/media-releases
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/media-centre/news


02/07/2022, 01:10 Codes of Practice | Safe Work Australia

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/law-and-regulation/codes-practice 5/5

     

Acknowledgement of country

Safe Work Australia acknowledges the traditional owners and custodians of country throughout

Australia and acknowledges their continuing connection to land, waters and community. We pay

our respects to the people, the cultures and the elders past, present and emerging.

Read about our RAP (/safe-work-australia-reflect-reconciliation-action-plan-

2020-2021)

Copyright (/copyright) Disclaimer (/disclaimer) Social media (/media-centre/social-media)

Accessibility (/accessibility) Contacts (/contact-us) Privacy & Cloud policy (/privacy)

https://www.facebook.com/SafeWorkAus/
https://twitter.com/safe_work_aus
https://www.linkedin.com/company/safe-work-australia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHU_dfHU-GnVNZl0YbAJeNA
https://soundcloud.com/safeworkaustralia
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/rss.xml
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/safe-work-australia-reflect-reconciliation-action-plan-2020-2021
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/copyright
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/disclaimer
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/media-centre/social-media
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/accessibility
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/contact-us
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/privacy

