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Perennialism

(1) Permanence is more real than change.

(2) Human nature remains essentially the same.

(3) The good life -- the life that is fit for men to live -- remains essentially the same.
(4) Moral principles remain essentially the same.

(5) Hence, the education that men receive should remain essentially the same.

"Education implies teaching. Teaching implies knowledge. Knowledge is truth.
The ltruth everywhere is the same. Hence, education should be everywhere the
same.”

This is a very conservative and inflexible philosophy of education. It is
based on the view that reality comes from fundamental fixed truths-
especially related to God. It believes that people find truth through
reasoning and revelation and that goodness is found in rational
thinking.

As a result, schools exist to teach reason and God's will. Students are
taught to reason through structured lessons and drills.

Socratic dialogue. E.g. R.
Hutchins, M. Adler
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Essentialism

Essentialism is a uniquely American philosophy of
education which began in the 1930's and 1940’s as a
reaction to what was seen as an overemphasis on a
child-centered approach to education and a concern that
students were not gaining appropriate knowledge in
schools.

The two origins of essentialism are idealism and realism.

Essentialists believe that there exists a critical core of
information and skill that an educated person must have.

Didactic Instruction. e.g., W. Bagely, W. Bennett.
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Experimentalism

» Experimentalism believes that things are
constantly changing. It is based on the view that
reality is what you experience. It believes that
truth is what works right now and that goodness
comes from group decisions.

» As a result, schools exist to discover and expand
the society we live in. Students study social
experiences and solve problems.



EJod L)

L THLIE ]

——

(Eucpér%tm

Ao 6, PDET O

ey a6 o MG snf G T 0 v;ﬁ;ﬁ!"‘ég\ﬁ; N 64 Gl '}\5{0171;
o €0 . N6, L HEN W Wl ¢ Auan aBE 2% G2
r]r‘\ﬁ’ak-c‘ﬂ;“ﬁ* 5T W3, Wf"tLr’Lb'g_“ %«'j—d@gl‘t‘t" G ot :ﬁ,{\ﬁ)iﬂ Ty ’)J)(r' ~ :ldr; ¢ 3 “"f‘}?'

ndR "ﬂ-‘%i@mmﬁyv( g o 33 U?,U{.é I

5 }é ~a 'ECT\‘.

:;;4-7‘}_.5@«4-‘. Copntf= Up ':m{"? e .FJOQ G&lmf(ré)ﬂ NUA I, ’}\Q’g: N‘Lsé‘b 69 ’ﬁ}@f‘rml{

of - ) ’L.{r »iEpiyq eyl @5 33 )
G o YR Lt R E9, e Y q{ga@; G >0 g o] 6 €8 30yY




Existentialism

Existentialism believes in the personal
interpretation of the world. It is based on the
view that the individual defines reality, truth and
goodness.

As a result, schools exist to aid children In
knowing themselves and their place in society.

Students learn what they want and discuss
subjects freely.

Creative self-directed choices. Discovery
learning. E.g. A.S. Nell
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Constructivism

» Learning is simply the process of adjusting our
mental models to accommodate new
experiences.

» Learning is a search for meaning. Meaning
requires understanding wholes as well as parts.
In order to teach well, we must understand the
mental models that students use to perceive the
world The purpose of learning is for an individual
to construct his or her own meaning, not just
memorize the “right” answers and regurgitate
someone else’'s meaning



Emm%(lé) Edlo%ﬁst Pxlwe's Ple of
Leﬂwmu'%ﬁ)

r m;{FG‘J?\Nf'?(_}\ 6(13 OV, "\A(

——

wmsTQucTtvxSm ( Ltg.\ D‘*

———————

- -sm W6 O %bﬂmf% N GHWHQM@@{ ag@dof] of 8ot

(LLLLL,N f‘\qé : i

P '38@[ r—{u"\tdr 9o\ 6;’63“{]4 :
P g U GE TN WORTSVOLL kol of. enet
JJL' ot .

s
0
L& *m::LEif‘

_ LG Uy, 6 m‘lrux(‘aj &
™ ,«E)._‘L‘% }J(\Q%NIF(L{,Q)JQ—M

CA ;;VL-’V L, = = |
F et 2600 Qo VMol 8 of Wrdd.
i grron o) oyl e, A ko i i

;‘:1.-1'\3“\'-3"; "8\ 'I--”]"l -'J]“

et st B ')J:E r.ng T B W 6@[ @ e ) 0O A AP
6

SR Lh[k(: G{"WUL{ %G
~A }4_ 'TE“"Y{ G A 6“@- _‘}f)ltfw‘ mglmr]:\ \ C;\q_lc/\ '(") vy BN . GIn n @Uﬂ"’f{d’ g 3( @
o Cay & a ¢ - : ;

\;:\L “{—% s é\ f‘iﬁ G G ’ © L,]. C/(

—_—

0Y. et 4o oy 6 8 27 On W CAENG In Ol g 4-4 af N}'c@ﬂgGL

DRV ERRR




Reconstructivism

Focus is on providing students the critical tools to be agents of social
gh:?:ng._e. Students explore controversial issues, analyze world events. E.g.
. Freire.

Progressivism: The goal is to help each student think rationally. Student-
centered approach. Project and problem-based learning. E.g. John Dewey

Postmodernism: Focus on helping students recognize that here are no

universal truths, and the traditional narratives of the dominant culture must

Eﬁe geconstlructed. Deconstruction through dialogue. Critical pedagogy. E.g.
. Foucault.

Behaviourism: Free will is an illusion, students' behaviour is shaped in order
to reinforce proper leaming and behavior. Drill and practice. B.F. Skinner
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TYPES OF CURRICULUM

1.0vert, explicit, or written curriculum
2.50cietal curriculum

3. The hidden or covert curriculum
4.The null curriculum

5.Phantom curriculum

6.Concomitant curriculum
7.Rhetorical curriculum
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8.Curriculum-in-use
9.Received curriculum

10. The internal curriculum
11.The electronic curriculum
12.Competency Curriculum
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ORIENTATIONS TO
CURRICULUM

» child-centered,
» socilety-centered,
» knowledge-centered, or

 eclectic.
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Educational Philosophy

What is knowledge and understanding?

What is worth knowing?

What does it mean to learn?

How do you know that learning has taken place?
What should be the role of a teacher?

What should be the role of the student?

What is the ultimate purpose of education?
What are your core educational values?



