


APPROACHES TO CURRICULUM

(Common philosophical orientations)

» [dealism,

» Realism,

» Perennialism,

» Essentialism,

» Experimentalism,
 EXxistentialism,

» Constructivism,
» Reconstructivism






Overt, explicit, or written
curriculum

that which is written as part of formal instruction
of schooling experiences.

refers to a curriculum document, texts, films, and
supportive teaching materials that are overtly
chosen to support the intentional instructional
agenda of a school.

usually confined to those written understandings
and directions formally designated and reviewed
by administrators, curriculum directors and
teachers, often collectively.
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Societal curriculum

Cortes defines this curriculum as the
massive, ongoing, informal curriculum of
family, peer groups, neighborhoods,
churches organizations, occupations,
mass, media and other socializing forces
that "educate" all of us throughout our
lives
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Societal curriculum

Cortes defines this curriculum as the
massive, ongoing, informal curriculum of
family, peer groups, neighborhoods,
churches organizations, occupations,
mass, media and other socializing forces
that "educate" all of us throughout our
lives






The null curriculum

» That which we do not teach, thus giving
students the message that these elements
are not important in their educational
experiences or in our society - Eisner
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the null curriculum is simply that which is not taught in schools.

Somehow, somewhere, some people are empowered to make
conscious decisions as to what is to be included and what is to be
excluded from the overt (written) curriculum.

Since it is physically impossible to teach everything in schools,
many topics and subject areas must be intentionally excluded from
the written curriculum.

the "null curriculum” is that when certain subjects or topics are left
out of the overt curriculum, school personnel are sending messages
to students that certain content and processes are not important
enough to study.

Unfortunately, without some level of awareness that there is also a
well-defined implicit agenda in schools, school personnel send this
same type of message via the hidden curriculum.
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Phantom curriculum

* the enculturation of students into the
predominant meta-culture, or

» acculturating students into narrower or
generational subcultures.
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Concomitant curriculum

What is taught, or emphasized at home, or
those experiences that are part of a
family's experiences, or related
experiences sanctioned by the family. (in
the context of religious expression,
lessons on values, ethics or morals,
molded behaviors, or social experiences
based on the family's preferences.)
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Rhetorical curriculum

comprised from ideas offered by policymakers,
school officials, administrators, or politicians.

come from those professionals involved in
concept formation and content changes;

from those educational initiatives resulting from
decisions based on national and state reports,
public speeches,

from texts critiguing outdated educational
practices.

also from the publicized works offering updates
In pedagogical knowledge.
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Curriculum-in-use

» The formal curriculum (written or overt)
comprises those things in textbooks, and
content and concepts in the district
curriculum guides. However, those
"formal” elements are frequently not
taught.

» The curriculum-in-use is the actual
curriculum that is delivered and presented
by each teacher.



